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Event Queue  

 

 

April :  
 
    20th    Annual General Meeting  

 

May :  
 
     4th   Prac Night ± Club rooms 

   12th   MDRC HamFest 

 12-13th  WW - Mills On The Air  (WIA) 

   18th    General meeting ± Guide hall 

 

June :  
 
     1st  Prac Night ± Club rooms 

   15th   General meeting ± Guide hall 

 

August :  
 
     4th   GGREC Hamfest 

11-12th  VK - Remembrance Day Contest 

18-19th  Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend  
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PRESIDENTS REPORT APRIL 2018 ï Ian Jackson VK3BUF 
 
So this is the lead up to the AGM on Friday night. As previously indicated, I will be giving the pres 
position away for a while.  Work pressure is making it hard to find enough time to do a good job, 
so it is an excellent time for one of our existing members to give the position a fresh perspective.  
Maybe youôre thinking nu-uh, doing a job like that is way outside my comfort zone.  Well, hereôs 
the thing.  Itôs important to do things outside the zone.  Sometimes sitting in the chair with folded 
arms is not enough.  So when we call for committee positions, donôt quietly listen for the chirping 
crickets at the back of the room.  Stand up, fist the air and say ñScrew you comfort zone! and join 
our committee.  (Well, maybe say that last thing to yourself) 
 
Antennapalooza 
Speaking of comfort zones, our Antennapalooza event with FAMPARC EMDRC and MDRC went 
really well, the weather was awesome and about fifty people attended over the two days.  About 
half that number camped out and warmed their buns by the camp fire.  Lots of antennas were up 
in the air and we had a series of fine lectures each day.  Glenn Dunstan VK4DU, the president of 
RASA came down from Cairns for the weekend to join us.  As a Guest Speaker, Glenn gave a 
presentation about the relationship between Australian Amateurs and the ACMA.  We had a talk 
about the early days of 2 metre FM operation and repeaters in Melbourne by David VK3ADM.  
We had an exciting antenna construction competition, made from wire coat hangers.  Also 
Wayne Cooke VK3XF gave an excellent presentation on the progression of DMR around the 
world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There has been a lot of wonderful feedback about how our visitors enjoyed the two days.  Please, 
donôt be afraid to email your thought about what you thought was good and bad so that we can 
plan for the future again. 
 
New Security Device 
From the department of óWhat will they think of nextô I saw that my replacement British passport  

had a fuzzy image of me inside the 
cover that was different to the regular 
passport photo.  There was something a 
bit odd about it that warranted closer 
investigation.  What I found was a rather 
clever trick whereby my image was 
made up of a wavy form of name and 
date of birth.  Not the sort of thing that 
could be faked with a sharp pencil. 
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Lighthouse & Lightship Weekend 
In August 18 & 19 a bunch of GGREC members, plus a 
few others will be spending the weekend at the Wilsons 
Prom lighthouse, operating under the Club callsign of 
VK3BJA.  The trick to this weekend is that participants 
must load up about 20kg of back pack and walk the 18km 
into the venue and back out again afterwards.  For reasons 
I am not entirely sure about, I have decided to do it again.  
My last effort was back in 2010. Surely 8 small years canôt 
have too big effect on a personôs fitness?  Plan B is when I 
attach a long stick to my back pack where some caramel koalaôs dangle from a string, just 
outside my reach.  Keep the eyes on the prizeé. 
 
Hamfest Sale 2018 
It is happening again.  This year it will be on Saturday the 4th of August.  All sorts of radio goodies 
will be on sale in Cranbourne.  Dianne VK3JDI is taking the bookings again.  Checkout the links 
on the Club website if you want to examine the details.  Maybe Iôll find a nice big 20A power 
transformer power supply to put in the back pack for the Prom tripé 
 
RASA Participation 
GGREC members may have observed that I am a committee member on the newly formed 
Radio Amateur Society of Australia (RASA).  I see this as a way to make a good contribution to 
the hobby of Amateur Radio.  My 40 years with GGREC has been a great training ground to see 

where the hobby is going, what challenges lie ahead and how best to meet 
them.  The other four committee members of the RASA management team 
fairly represent different parts of Australia and each brings their own set of 
skills to the organisation.  My long association with radio clubs has shown 
that this is where the real frontier of the hobby lies and that it is essential to 
engage with lots of clubs and seek the best outcomes we possibly can 
through this new national body.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the next few months you will hear a lot more about RASA and how it intends to achieve its 
aims.  Information about RASA and how to join may be found at:  http://vkradioamateurs.org/   
Itôs catch phrase, which in some ways applies to all radio operators, says it all:   

BEING HEARD IS IMPORTANT 
 
Thatôs all folks 
So this is the last Pres Report for a while.  I wish to thank our present committee for this work 
over the past year and wish the incoming committee all the best for the next one.  Be warned 
though, this does not mean the end of funky articles in Gateway by yours truly, youôre not getting 
out of it that easilyé 
 
 

 
Are we there yeté 

 

 
Glenn Dunstan VK4DU, RASA President, talks at Antennapalooza about the ACMA Liaison process 

http://vkradioamateurs.org/
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Paul VK3TGX 

From The Editor   ̄trees & cars.  
Well I had a bit of a crashing month this 

time around, it all started when we had 

a bit of a blow about 3 weeks back. 

Reports mentioned 160K winds, althou I 

don­t think it was that bad in Franskston. 

Anyway Marianna let out a bit of a yelp 

and came in saying ¬quick a tree­s fallen 

over­ Admittedly I did hear a bit of a 

crack, but boy was I surprised by what 

awaited me in the back yard.  

The tree belonged to a bloke over the 

back, it had died a while ago, however it 

was located in a rather awkward corner, behind a shed, making extract ion a very expensive 

affair. A week earlier the local tree men were around attending to a large branch fall, so I asked 

them what that tree would cost, roughly $3,000 was the answer, so no wonder he was letting it 

go for a while.  ± Unfortunately  a tad too long!  (He­s a pensioner) 

The crack I heard was not this tree breaking loose and falling, but rather a tree I had in my 

backyard getting the absolute living crap smashed out of it by this tree. This tree, somewhat 

taller than my Nally tower & antenna­s etc. was now extending  though the back fence to 

basically the back wall of my house. Thanks to God it fell in the perfect position, doing the least 

possible damage to anything, A little to the left and my clothes line (& Nally tower?) would cop 

it, a little to  the right and by -by new fence ± only a few months old.  As it was a few largish 

¬twigs­ did hit the cloths line & neighbours fence & shed, but with no damage. 

So with all that, and my feeble attempts to get rid of it (using a ¬toy­ Aldi chain saw), along with 

heaps of extra tasks from church due to Easter, I never got to work on my caravan in 

preparation for the up -coming Antennapalooza weekend. Not to totally m iss out I opted for a 

day trip on Saturday. Marianna thankfully declined, so I set out on my own. However, just short 

of Ian­s, I received an alarm from the car ± it was greatly overheating! As I was only about 50 

meters from Ian­s gate, I gently nursed it though his gate, and left it there to cool down . At 

about 5:00 it was time to go home, so I filled up the radiator and set off, taking it nice and slow 

to take as much load of f  the motor as possible,  figuring  if it made it to Ian­s, then hopefully the 

ret urn should go the same. No way, yes I made it onto the Princess highway, but not that much 

further. So I let it rest for 15 minutes, the n 

tried again ± it was hopeless, I­d only made 

it to Gumbuya World, Tynong. Looking at 

the map I had a long way to go, so I gave 

up and gave the RACV a call, arriving home 

at about 8:00 on the back of a tray truck.  

In the end it was the thermostat, so 

replacing that & a rather odd radiator hose 

($100 all up) fixed it,  luckily the job was 

within my limited mechanical abilities.   

(Thanks go to Graeme VK3XTA for lending  a hand) 
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How BENT was my coat hanger antenna 

By Di Jackson  VK3JDI 

The 2018 Antennapalooza event was recently held, in Drouin West, jointly hosted by EMDRC, 

FAMPARC, GGREC and MDRC.    Part of the fun and activities, was a DIY coat hanger antenna 
competition.  Now, I don­t know a lot about how to construct a working antenna but, it looked 

like it would be a lot of fun to try.  My design came to me as I held the coat hanger in my hand.  I 
straight ened out the hook, and that gave me a nice centre fed starting point.  Then I snapped 

the wire roughly in the middle.  The wire was very hard to bend but I persisted and managed to 

fashion a square on either end of my antenna.  When it was done it looked a  bit like square 
Mickey Mouse ears, but that didn­t matter as I had made it myself, and had been a bit of fun.  

There were eight or nine other entrants, and they were all very different.  One looked like a TV 

rabbit ears, and some looked like proper antenn as with directors and reflectors.  My poor little 
Mickey mouse ears didn­t stand a chance against those.  There were three judges, one from 

each radio club so that it would be impartial.  I will add here that Ian VK3BUF was not one of 

the judges.  The antennas were judged by three different criteria, Originality, Robustness and 

Visual appeal.  There was to have been a measurement of SWR on a transmitter, but the proper 

test equipment had not been set up.  However, while the battery lasted, they were able to  

measure whether or not the antennas were resonant on a given frequency.   

When the time had come to announce the winners, I 

sat there wondering who­s creation was going to 

win.  Ian VK3BUF was announcing the results, 
second place was awarded to John VK3BSE.  His 

antenna had two big loops in a roughly figure eight 
configuration, with some sort of box or balun in the 

middle.  Everyone clapped and cheered as he 

accepted his certificate and box of connecters.  The 
tension was mounting as we waited to hear who  had 

taken out the first prize.  

I was absolutely gobsmacked when Ian read out my 
callsign, VK3JDI.  How could my little antenna, have 

been judged better than all the others.  It seemed 

that everyone else was as bemused as me.  I 
accepted my first place certificate and box of 

connecters to the sounds of incredulity from the 

crowd.  Its rigged t hey said not fair, and I walked 
back to my seat feeling a bit deflated that they 

weren­t happy about my win.  

After the presentation I was walking past some of 
the other antenna builders and they were laughingly 

saying ®you know she slept with the judge.¯ I cried 

out ®lies and innuendo¯ Ian was not a judge and I 

have never been unfaithful.   

It all became clear when the judges results were 
scrutinised.  My antenna got high points from all the 

judges for originality and robustness and by some 

miracle it was resonant on two metres.  Some of the 
other entries, while resonant on their frequencies,  

were not judged to be very robust, so mine snuck over the line with the most overall points.  
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While I may not cherish my winning coat hanger antenna, I will certainly display my first place, 
winning certificate proudly, and know that in life, it­s not about winning or losing but 

participating and having fun.  Of course winning is always good too.  Thank you all for letting 
me get that off my chest.  Finally, as I have no use for a box of antenna connectors, I gave them 

to another entrant who had put in a good effort with his beam antenna.  
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On Saturday the 4

th
 of August 2018, the Club will be conducting its annual HAMFEST for the sale 

of new and used electronics and radio equipment.   As it was last year, the venue will be at the 

Cranbourne Community Hall on the corner of Clarendon and High Street, Cranbourne. High 

Street is part of the South Gippsland Highway Melway 133-K4. 

 

The Club takes pleasure in offering you the opportunity to become a Seller at our 2018 event.  

Forty one tables will be available for stall holders and can be booked online. 

 

Details can be found on our web page at: 

http://ggrec.org.au/hamfest.html 

 

¶ Table hire remains unchanged at $22 per table. A limit of 4 tables per Stall Holder applies. 

Table Hire provides access for 2 people to operate the stall and includes 2 tickets to the door 

prize and free tea/coffee throughout the day. 

 

¶ The $22 fee must be paid in full to the Club within 7 days of booking your table.  Cancellations 

made more than 14 days prior to the event will be given a full refund by Direct Transfer (EFT) 

or by cheque if Direct Transfer is unavailable. 

 

 

¶ To make a booking please contact us by email at: hamfest@ggrec.org.au. Payment may be 

made by direct transfer (EFT) to: BSB 633000  ACC 146016746 or by sending a cheque or 

money order (payable to óGGRECô) to: GGREC c/- Dianne Jackson 408 Old Sale Road Drouin 

West VIC 3818.  If paying by direct transfer (EFT), please include your call sign/name as the 

reference. 

 

¶ When making a table booking, Stall Holders will need to provide a Name, Postal Address 

and Contact Phone Number with a Return Email Address if different to that in a reply. Table 

requirements will include quantity and if 240v power is needed. 

 

 

¶ Upon receipt of the $22 per table fee and contact details, a Booking Number will be sent as a 

receipt of payment. IMPORTANT! No booking is confirmed until this number has been 

received by the Stall Holder.   

 

¶ Access to the Hall shall be from 8.30am (earlier if ready) for Stall Holders (and not later than 

9:30am unless by arrangement).  

 

 

¶ Transfer of your booking to another person is not permitted. Please contact us if you cannot 

attend or wish to discuss your booking at: hamfest@ggrec.org.au . 

 

¶ The doors will open for buyers at 10am with a $7.00 entry fee. 

 

Each year, this event is a great success with many hundreds of people through the door in our 

large Cranbourne venue making it a premier event for radio markets in this state.  We look forward 

to hearing from you. 

 

 

Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club Inc. 
 

AN INVITATION TO 
STALLHOLDERS 

 

http://ggrec.org.au/hamfest.html
mailto:hamfest@telplus.com.au
mailto:hamfest@ggrec.org.au
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More on the GGREC website 


