
Remote Station user guide 

This guide will provide a step by step instructions on how to get access to the GGREC 
remote HF Station. 

 

Table of Contents 
Change History ...................................................................................................... 2 

Installing and Access to RCForb ............................................................................. 3 

Download the Client Software ............................................................................ 3 

Set up your RCFob Client account ....................................................................... 3 

Log into RCForb Client ........................................................................................ 5 

Support and access request ................................................................................... 6 

Using the Remote Station ....................................................................................... 7 

Description of the Radio Station .......................................................................... 7 

Operating the Remote Station ............................................................................. 7 

Rotator Control .................................................................................................. 9 

Setting the RF output power ................................................................................ 9 

Selecting the operating Band / Frequency ........................................................... 11 

Band Selector Switch ........................................................................................ 11 

Operating Mode ................................................................................................ 11 

Going on air .......................................................................................................... 12 

Tuning the Antenna ........................................................................................... 12 

CW Mode operation .......................................................................................... 12 

RS232 (Serial Port)   pin layout............................................................................ 18 

SSB Mode operations ........................................................................................ 14 

Split Operations  (Advanced User) ...................................................................... 15 

Noise Reduction ............................................................................................... 16 

Leaving the Remote Station ............................................................................... 16 

DISCORD Remote Station ......................................................................................... 17 

Apendix ................................................................................................................... 18 

 

  



 

Change History 
Version Description of change Date Status Author / 

Contributor 
0.1 New document 30/08/2026 Draft Klaus VK3IU 
0.2 Added CW, SSB Mode and tuning 31/08/2026 Draft Klaus VK3IU 
0.3 Minor updates 05/09/2026 Draft Klaus VK3IU 
0.4 Added support email 

CW RS232 PIN layout 
Configuration reference 

23/09/2026 Draft Klaus VK3IU 

0.5 Added how to setup CW Key  Draft Klaus VK3IU 
0.6 Added SWR check 01/10/2026 Draft Klaus VK3IU 
1.0 Issued 01/10/2026 Issued Klaus VK3IU 

 

 

  



Installing and Access to RCForb  

Download the Client Software 
Download the RCForb Client from https://www.remotehams.com/ it is available for 
WINDOWS PCs and for ANDROID devices.  We recommend using remote access via 
PC. 

 

 

Set up your RCFob Client account 
The GGREC remote station utilises RemoteHams.com as a cost-eƯective access 
technology to our station.  Some setbacks can be some LAG.   For use from home we 
recommend the PC based Client, but Android versions is available too. 

Note that this system is not operated by our club and you must oblige by their rules.  
GGREC is not in a position to provide support for this application.  We may oƯer limited 
help in getting it running for you.   



You will need to create your personal account at  

https://www.remotehams.com/forums/index.php?action=register 

 

Press I Agree 

 

 

 

Enter your information. Your username can be anything, but in order to access the 
GGREC Remote station, we require you to use your main call sign issued by ACMA. 

Your Grid Square information can be obtained from this website: 
https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php 



After providing all the relevant information, you will receive an email advising you to 
activate your account. Click on the link in the email. 

 

 

 

Log into RCForb Client 
After that, you start up your APP and log into it. 

Search for VK3BJA and right-click on it, add it to your Favorites.  It will then be at the top 
of the available remote stations.  You can log in, but will be unable to use the station 
until we have granted you access to it. 

 



 

Contact the GGREC Remote Station Administrators via  the committee email address  
remote_station@ggrec.org.  and request access.  You will be required to attend an 
induction and a short practical assessment before access is granted. 

The GGREC Remote Station Policy   will apply and you must comply with it. 

 

Support and access request 
We have setup a dedicated email address for any questions or concerns for the remote 
station.  The email address is forwarded to the administrators of the remote station. 

Use this email address to report faults, miss use by others or questions. 

e-mail:   remote_station@ggrec.org.au 
 

 

  



Using the Remote Station 

Description of the Radio Station 
Radio in use 
We are using an  ICOM IC-7300  Mark I  (earlier version)  which operates all HF Band and 
the 6 m band. We encourage you to download the IC-7300 Handbook and familiarize 
yourself with its functionality.  Use this link to download the handbook  
https://www.icomjapan.com/support/manual/2272/ . 

 

Antennas 
For the band  

 20m to 6m we use the 8-element logarithmic periodic antenna 
 40m band we use a rotatable Dipole mounted on top of the log-periodic antenna 

with a 90-degree oƯset.  This means if the beam (rotator indicates 0 degrees, the 
dipole is sitting at 90/270 degrees.  This is important to remember. 

 For 80m we use our clubs OƯset Centre Dipole antenna 

We working on future antennas, possibly 160m. 

You do not need to be concerned about the antenna selection.  The Icom IC 7300 is 
driving a remote antenna selector which had been setup as described above.  Currently, 
you are not able to change the antenna selection.  The Remote Station Coordinator may 
from time to time change the antenna association. 

 

Operating the Remote Station 
When you log in to the remote station, you will see the screen below.  The Radio should 
be switched OFF at this stage.  You may need to set up your sound devices on your own 
PC.  For CW operations, there is a possibility to connect paddles through the serial port 
of PC. 



 

 

You may need to scroll down the right side to find the POWER ON/OFF button. 

          

 

Press Power ON. Please note that after you finish using the station, you must switch it 
OFF.   The display will then show both frequency displays with a frequency.   

If you find the radio in ON mode, ensure that it is not used by another member.   

 

In PC mode, you can see who is already logged into the radio.  You can also send a 
message to the other operator asking for access; it requires that this window is 
monitored by the operator.  We ask all users of the remote station to have a DISCORD 
account and monitor the Remote Station DISCORD channel. 



 

 

Rotator Control 

  

At the bottom right is the Rotator control 

Click on the degree you want the antenna to point to, the 
RED ARROW indicates the desired direction, while the 
GREEN ARROW indicates the actual direction.  

 If there is no movement, press the GO button. 

Keep in mind when using the 40 dipole, it is 90 degree oƯ 
set to the pointed direction. 

 

Setting the RF output power 
Depending on your license class you must adjust the 
out put power with the RF Power slider.  It is in 
percentage; on HF 100% =  100W. 

 100W = 100% 
 50W = 50% 
 10W = 10% 

The Icom IC-7300 provides 100W on all bands 
including 6m in the modes CW and SSB. 

 



SWR Settings 
We ask that you actively check the SWR reported by the Radio.  To do so you will need to 
check that the following settings are set.  Scroll on the left hand side down to Tx Mtu 
drop down field. 

 

 

Here you can select what the Meter in the display will show. 

 

 



 

Selecting the operating Band / Frequency 

                  

On the left-hand side, you will find the pop-
out functions. RED to select the desired 
Band and Green to enter a frequency 
directly. 

 

Band Selector Switch 

 

 

Operating Mode 
At the moment we allow CW, SSB, AM (50W max) and FM (on 10m only)  operations of 
the remote station.  Future modes may be added after testing.   

The operating mode can be selected with the  

MODE drop down menu button, you will need to check the other drop down are set to 
suit the mode you wish to operate.   



 Filter drop down menu button   (SSB/AM/FM = WIDE,  CW  = NARROW) 
 AGC drop down menu button   (SSB = SLOW, CW FAST) 
 Pre Amp drop down menu button, depending on signal strength 

 

The Antenna drop down menu button is nonfunctional. 

 

The majority of buttons are self explaining for the experienced HAM and we will assume 
you know how to operate a Radio.   

Going on air 

Tuning the Antenna 
After selecting the band and operational mode, you should use the automatic antenna 
tuner to ensure that the antenna is properly tuned. Do this by pressing the TUNE button.   
The ATU button needs to be highlighted as below. 

 

 

In case the SWR is not tuning to 1:1  stop using the station and contact the Remote 
Administrator.   

 

CW Mode operation 
CW can be done using the keyboard mode the characters will be send immediately after 
pressing the ENTER key on your PC.   

There are eight memories where you can store your personalized text.    



With the Config menu, you can adjust the CW settings; you may need to pay attention to 
the Weight.  Using your serial port, you will be able to connect a LAMIC or straight key to 
your PC for a more natural experience.  PIN layout sample to found in the appendix… 

 

 

Setting the memories 
To set the memories, press the  MACROS  down selector (red circled), and a setup 
window will appear.  You can now assign your own individual text to each function key. 

 



 

 

 

SSB Mode operations 
To operate in USB or LSB  ensure that your PC Microphone is working and set as the 
default device on your PC.   

On the remote Radio you need to select the desired more USB or LSB, as per convention 
for the band.  Mic Gain  and  Compression Level can be adjusted with the sliders below.  
Enable the Comb (needs to be light gray) to enable the compression.  To transmit in USB 
or LSB  click the TXd button, which transmits with compression, while the TX button with 
transmit with compression. 

The example below has the incorrect Filter selected for USB/LSB  it should be set to 
Wide.  You need to check this every time you switch to USB / LSB Mode. 



 

 

Split Operations  (Advanced User) 
Split mode operations is possible by following the steps below. 

Choose your receiving frequency  e.g. 21.010 MHz 

Press the  A=B button  RED 

 

 

Select your TX Split frequency; here we choose 5kHz for SSB 

Press the Splitt button GREEN and the ORANGE  VFO A button. 



 

 

You are now receiving on VFO A  21.010 MHz and transmitting on 21.015 MHz. 

After use you must return the Radio back to normal operations by pressing the Split 
button. 

 

Noise Reduction 
The ICOM IC-7300 oƯers a variety of noise reduction systems.  We recommend to read 
the IC-7300 manual. 

 

Leaving the Remote Station 
After you have finished using the remote station, you must ensure that the Radio is 
switched OFF.   For this, press the PWR button and wait until the display shows  PWR 
OFF.   Do not leave the Radio on, you must wait until the Radio is OFF, before you log oƯ 
from the Remote Station. 

 



 

 

 

DISCORD Remote Station 
The DISCORD Remote Station is a medium to talk to users of the remote station.  The 
GGREC Committee recommends all users monitor the Remote Station Discord 
channels.  We have set up two channels for accepted users of the Remote Station. 

A) General coordination and comments, a text chat channel 
B) Remote Station Meeting Room, a voice/video channel  

 

   

  



 

Apendix 
CW keyer connection    Remote cw_operation.pdf    from  W2HUV 

 

RS232 (Serial Port)   set up 
Inspired by Phils video 

Setup of the RS232 port for CW 

 

 



 

 

RS232  connector 

PIN Key function 
POSSIBLE SETUP 

DB9 Signal Name 3.5mm (1/8") TRS Plug 
Connection 

1 Dah (Dash) DCD (Data Carrier Detect) Ring 
2  RXD  
3  TXD  
4  DTR  
5 Ground GND (Signal Ground) Sleeve 
6 Dit (Dot) DSR (Data Set Ready) Tip 
7  RTS  
8 Straight Key / PTT CTS (Clear to Send) Tip (with Ring left 

unconnected) 
 

 

CW Configuration Client side N1MM use 
Please refer to the document  Remote cw_operation.pdf   from  W2HUV 

 

 

 


