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December 2015 From The President

Presidents Christmas Message

Thank you to everyone that attended the Christmas Party at Leigh's place
in Pakenham. It was a very relaxing afternoon, with lots of members sharing
stories about everything and anything.

Helmut suggested that we join in the Summer VHF UHF field day in January
and quite a few members got on board to make it happen.
Helmut proposed that we do the 8 hour component of the event.

The hamper raffle was drawn by Sharron and deservingly won by
Leigh VK3FACB.

Thanks again to everyone that made this year’'s Christmas Party a success.

Well, that's it for this year.

| hope the festive season is kind to all of you and that you all enjoy your
Christmas and the New Year with your friends and Family.

Seeyouin 2016,

President GGREC Inc.
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Event Queue

December:

No General Meeting in December

25 Prac night — Discussing up and coming VHF/UHF field day
27 Club Net 8.00 PM
January:

9t & 10" VHF UHF Field Day

Notices

Hi All,

If you find anything that needs correcting on the website please contact the web master via email
webmaster@ggrec.org.au rather then going via the committee. This is so the committee can devote
valuable time to club issues rather than to minor updates to the club website

Thanks Mark...


mailto:webmaster@ggrec.org.au

From The Editor

Merry Christmas,
and a Happy new year
To all.

What better way to spread the Christmas joy
than to hoist some lights up on the highest
place | have available, my radio tower.

Running 240V up to the top to feed a few
plugpacks was definitely out, so I ran a
length of low voltage garden light cable to
the top and fed that with 24V AC.

It sure helps to choose light sets that all run
off the same (or very close) voltage.

The LED rope light on the lower part of the
tower came with a 31V switch mode plug
pack, however a bridge rectifier and a
390hm 2W resistor made them very 24VAC
compatible.

The most ‘fun’ was had modifying the LED
lights that run around the star as the top.
The original incandescent lights had died
long ago, so | replaced them with a LED set.

The star has two parts, and inner and an
outer star, initially the lights alternated
between adjacent LED's, not very effective
in this installation, so | rewired them into
three groups, inner, outer (star) and tail.

The inner and outer stars now alternate
between each other, leaving the tail twinkle
as originally supplied.

It now looks a lot better, pity pdf files don't
support animated images, so | cannot imbed
it For you to see.

How about lighting up your tower?

Pud UGTGK



FAMPARC celebrates their 40th Anniversary.

Congratulation to FAMPARC on reaching their 40th Anniversary.

The anniversary was celebrated at their Clubrooms on the 21st November with GGREC
Committee represented by Rob Streater VK3BRS and myself. Representatives of
Committees of numerous Melbourne amateur radio Clubs had been invited and we
enjoyed a catered lunch and soft drinks. We also enjoyed a tour of FAMPARC radio
shack, antennas and facilities. 1 had a long conversation with the FAMPARC President
Roy Seabridge VK3GB about FAMPARC and how their Club is growing after introducing
remote access to their HF rig.

Something for us to think about??

| was asked if GGREC had reached 40 years of operation and | must admit that | wasn’t
100% sure. | now know that our 40th anniversary will be in early 2017, which gives us
just over a year to plan our “big bash”.

| will be asking for volunteers to organize this milestone event.

Bruno Tonizzo

VK3BFT.
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This year it was at Leigh’s (VK3FACB) House in Pakenham.
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And the winner is?




Club Photo’s

So are you interested in a few more photos from the club?
There are two current sources; firstly there is the GGREC websites ‘Gallery’ section at

AND remember to register and upload your photo’s (or add comments etc)

GERES

Gippsland Gate Radio and Electronics Club
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Or for some older photo's, try my website at  http://vk3tgx.hamshack.org/

6' @ vi3tgrhamshack.org

Paul's GGREC Photo Page

Gippsland Gate Radio & Elscoronics Club

¢ GGREC Hamfest 20/7/2013
e Australia Dav 2013

e GGREC Christmas BBQ 8/12/2012
* Bird Fade 5/8/2012

e GGREC Hamfest 21/7/2012

® Mid Year Dinner 23/6/2012

e Australia Dav 2012

e The Squeezv Meeting 20/1/2012

e Christmas P 10/12/2011

e FT101 Night 18/11/2011

e Remote Rig Talk 21/10/2011



http://ggrec.org.au/
http://vk3tgx.hamshack.org/

VHF UHF Field Day 2016

Dear Colleagues,

As promised, here is the location of our proposed Summer VHF/UHF Field Day activation location,
courtesy of David VK3JL.

Cheers,

Bryan

Biil’s Place

McDonalds Track, Mt Worth
38deg 15 46.31" S

145deg 59’ 56.29” E

As you go around a bend you will see a lookout, his property is directly above the lookout.
You will have a view from French Island around to Yallourn.

Grid square QF21XR
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General Meeting Minutes 20/11/2015

Start time: 8.05
Location: Club rooms.
Chairperson: Bruno
Minute Taker: Bryan

Present: As per attendance sheet

Visitors: Nil.

Apologies: As per attendance sheet.

Correspondence received:
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Term deposit renewal notice received by the Treasurer

Correspondence from ACMA re. renewal of licence for VK3RWD

RARC Newsletter for September 2015.

RARC Newsletter for October 2015.

Breakout magazine for October 2015.

Key return confirmation from Yarra Valley Water for Mt. Majestic Water Tower.
FAMPARC 40" Celebration invitation

EMDRC November 2015 Newsletter.

HF sched times for Mt Buggerree (Strathbogie).

. Prac night notice for 6 November from VK3BRS Rob

. EMDRC meeting notice for 6 November and other events.
. RARC Newsletter for November 2015.

. NERG News for November 2015

. EMDRC Meeting notice for 20 November 2015.

. Gateway magazine for November 2015.

Correspondence sent:

1
2
3
4.
5.
6
7
8
9.

10.

11.
12.

Treasurer’s report: Graeme VK3BXG presented the Treasurer’s report for the period 16/10-15/11/2015, and
circulated it to members in attendance. Any member wishing to receive a copy of the report should contact him
direct. Graeme also took the opportunity to inform members of the proposal to utilise BPay facilities in order to
ensure timely payment of ACMA and utility accounts. All other accounts will continue to be paid by cheque.

RARC Newsletter for September 2015.

RARC Newsletter for October 2015.

Breakout magazine for October 2015.

EMDRC Newsletter for November 2015.

HF Sched times for Mt. Buggerree (Strathbogie)
Prac night notice for 6 November 2015.

EMDRC meeting notice for 6 November 2015.
RARC Newsletter for November 2015.

Notice to members from Wayne VK3XF re. spam emails circulating.
NERG News for November 2015.

Order to alltrophies.com.au for name badges.
EMDRC Club meeting notice for 20 November 2015.

Read: Graeme VK3BXG Moved: Graeme VK3BXG Seconded: Leigh VK3FACB Carried: Yes
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New Callsigns: Nil.

Previous Minutes:

1. Nominations for Committee in 2016 — please start to think about who you want on your committee in 2016
now; the AGM will be in April.

2. Club membership details — we need to validate our current membership details against the database that
Graeme VK3BXG holds as Treasurer.

Business arising from the previous minutes:
1. Bruno sought ideas from the floor about the future use for VK3RDD. Leigh VK3FACB suggested that it be
relocated to VK3BXG’s QTH in Drouin.

New business:
1. FAMPARC 40™ Celebrations: Bruno VK3BFT and Rob VK3BRS will be attending the celebrations
tomorrow as our representatives.

2. Mt. Buggeree weekend: Details are on the GGREC website under Magazines. The portable mast worked
well, although another 10m of coax would be useful. Weather conditions were largely against those who
attended in terms of HF operating, but the visit to the crystal mine was a particular highlight.

3. Antennapalooza 2016: Details are in the November club magazine. lan VK3BUF suggested the
construction of a rhombic antenna as a feature of the event.

4. Christmas Party: Again, details are in the latest magazine. Please be mindful of Leigh’s neighbours, and be
careful where you park. Contributions to the hamper are still being sought.

5. Areminder: There is no general meeting in December, but there will be an informal prac night on the first
Friday in January (which happens to be New Year’s Day evening.)

If members have any ideas for new events or activities for the club, please let a member of committee know.
lan VK3BUF gave a short video presentation on the origins of space junk, and how scientists deal with it.

Geoff VK3HGG showed members a sample of a radio which may be able to be changed over to amateur
frequencies. It covers the range 136-174MHz, and programming is possible. In their current configuration,
they put out about 25w, but can be set to 5/15/25. If they can be obtained at a reasonable price, Geoff is
prepared to coordinate orders from club members.

9. Bryan VK3FOAB put forward a proposal (on behalf of Wayne VK3XF) that the club consider the purchase of
a Fusion repeater to replace VK3RLP in the shack. There are 3 other Fusion repeaters in operation already.
It provides operation in both digital and analogue format. There needs to be further discussion and
investigation of the proposal. (DMR is an open protocol format.)

10. Thanks to those who helped Bruno with the car push recently. It is now fixed and back on the road.

11. Prac night: Rob detailed the proposed building of the OzQRP MDT DSB 40m rig from VK2DOB. It provides
a coverage of approx. 110kHz, and is available from the OzQRP website for $75 (+ pack and postage.)

Meeting closed : 9:00 pm

Next Committee Meeting : 05/01/2016
Next Prac Night : 01/01/2016
Next General Meeting : 15/01/2016
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Club Information

Meetings 2000hrs on third Friday of the month at the
Cranbourne Guide Grant Street Cranbourne
Prac nights first Friday in the Peter Pavey Clubrooms Cranbourne 1930hrs
Visitors are always welcome to attend

Office bearers

President Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT Repeater Officer  Albert Hubbard  VK3BQO
Admin Sec  Acting- Bryan Simm  VK3FOAB Web Master Mark Clohesy VK3PKT
Treasurer Graeme Brown VK3BXG Magazine Editor Paul Stubbs VK3TGX
General 1 Rob Streater VK3BRS Property Officer Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT
General 2 Vacant VK3XF Secretary lan Jackson VK3BUF

Call in Frequencies, Beacons and Repeaters

The Club Station VK3BJA operates from the Cranbourne Clubrooms.
6m Repeater VK3RDD - Currently de-commissioned until further notice - sorry
70cm Repeater Cranbourne VK3RLP In 434.475MHz Out 439.475MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz
VK3RLP Repeater supports Remote Internet access (IRLP), Node 6794.
70cm Repeater Drouin VK3RWD In 433.575MHz Out 438.575Mhz CTCSS 91.5Hz
Simplex VHF - 145.450MHz FM ¢ Simplex UHF - 438.850MHz FM
VK3RLP Beacons 1296.532MHz & 2403.532MHz

Membership Fee Schedule

Pension Member rate $25.00 Extra Family Member $20.00
Standard Member rate $40.00 Junior Member rate$25.00
Fees can be paid by EFT to BSB 633000 - Account 146016746.

« Always identify your EFT payments.

« Membership Fee's Are Due at each April Annual General Meeting.

Magazine Articles to editor@ggrec.org.au or vk3tgx@gmail.com
All other Club correspondence to: secretary@ggrec.org.au
or via Snail Mail : PO Box 1098, Cranbourne 3977
GGREC Web Site & Archive may be viewed at: www.ggrec.org.au
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/GippslandGate
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