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Event Queue

October:

21 8:00 General Meeting
November:
4t 7:30 Prac Night
19t 8:00 General Meeting
24 12:00 Synchrotron visit

December:

2" 7:30 Prac Night (No General Meeting in December)

Club run events are only possible with the involvement of ALL members.

Without volunteers to coordinate and participate in club events the club will fail to prosper
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President’s Message October 2022

Hi GGREC Members,

The 2022 Jamboree of the Air (JOTA) went very well with GGREC providing radio communications and activities for
the Cranbourne Guides. It was great to see a good number of GGREC members attending on the day to help out.
HF communications wasn’t possible on the day due to lack of propagation but we had a GGREC member, Ben
Hamilton VK3VAX, operating with the Langwarrin scout group and we were able to utilise our VK3RGW repeater to
let the guides talk to the scouts. DMR radios were used to contact the 1% Yass scouts group in NSW celebrating
100 years of scouting and the Brisbane Amateur Radio Club in Queensland. Fred, VK3FWR was tuned into the
international DMR Talk Group and the guides were very interested in the DMR Technology and countries they could
hear.

Thank you also to Yarn VK3NOV for spending the entire afternoon teaching the Guides how to correctly operate
the Morse key and send good CW. Thanks also to Klaus VK3IU, Mike VK3TDK, Fred VK3FWR, Garry VK3ZGP, Bruce
VK3BRW and Don VK3ABI for helping out for the entire day.

***position Vacant***
GGREC is in desperate need of a Club Secretary. If you can fill this position, please contact exec@ggrec.org.au It's
your Club so please help make a difference and join the Committee.

The next outing is the Australian Synchrotron tour on Thursday November the 24" at 12:00pm to 1:30pm. Nine
members have secured a place in the tour which leaves six vacant positions. Please let me know if you would like
to come along otherwise | will have to look outside the Club to fill the places.

New GGREC Policies

The Committee has agreed to adopt an editorial policy to set guidelines around what material is suitable for
publication in our monthly newsletter. Thank you to lan Jackson VK3BUF for drafting the policy. This link will
allow you to view the policy.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jr2zIrM _fkVpl-XIGHW6s2hYq18h1ZN?usp=sharing

The Committee is also working on a Bullying and Harassment Policy, and is consulting the WIA, RASA and other
online resources. The committee will formulate a policy based on current available material fine-tuned to suite our
Club.

Deceased Estate

Paul Stubbs VK3TGX has been given to task of disposing of part of a deceased estate and has asked GGREC for
assistance. The items consist of electronic components; switches; magazines; test instruments and component
trays. Once the items have been documented, they will be offered for sale to members then the amateur
community. More info will be provided soon.

Club Merchandise

As previously mentioned, Conway Schneid VK3FACJ runs a business called Garage Art Australia. Conway has
offered to supply GGREC with merchandise and will print the Club logo and/or your callsigh on some items. Photos
of the items can be found here:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T5fsGf Pa6xjnBxFXQROUmci6uZGNU3o0?usp=sharing

An order form can be found in this magazine and is available on request or at Club General Meetings.

Name Tags

An order for name tags will be lodged this month. If you are a new member or an existing member and would like
a name tag, please email our treasurer to order yours. Cost is $22.00 per badge. So far we have orders from Fred
VK3FWR, Mike VK3TDK, Francis VK3FDM and lan VK3BUF.

Help Wanted
GGREC member Conway VK3FAC] is the proud owner of a Yaesu FT 7900 and is looking for assistance with
programming the radio via a computer. If you have the tools to help Conway please let me know.

Kind regards,
Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT
President GGREC Inc.


mailto:exec@ggrec.org.au
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jr2zlrM__fkVpl-XI6HW6s2hYq18h1ZN?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T5fsGf_Pa6xjnBxFXQROUmci6uZGNU3o?usp=sharing

From The Editor

This month | had a tad a fun with some power
supplies, it all started out with a rather
hummy PA amplifier, then ended with me
converting a switchmode supply over to a
toroidal based one.

The story about the PA amp will follow, see
page 12, however in the process | picked up a
plastic power supply box, this unit, after
| removing the dead innards, had been tossed,
" then retrieved from the bin a few times. |
didn't really need it but it looked too
promising for future use, so | could not say
goodbye to it. In the end this turned out to be the right choice.

| needed a source of AC power to run a headphone amp | have been tinkering with. Headphone
amps seem to be a bit of a rage these days. Yes 99% of HiFi amps have a headphone socket,
however a dedicated unit seems to be the preferred option, or is it the scarcity of HiFi gear
these days that is driving this one. If you want to move on from mobile phone/Bluetooth audio
what are your options? You certainly won't find much at your local retail store these days.

Anyway, a few years back, Silicon Chip magazine published the design for a dedicated
headphone amp, and | just scored two of them, almost complete, never quite finished. That and
me keeping an eye out for ‘stuff’ to write about in this magazine, this seemed like something |
should not pass on.

Trouble was the amp runs off a nominal 12VAC power supply. | dug through my box of plug
packs and came up rather short. | had a few 24V and another supposed 15V-er that was more
like 18V, so time For some DIY.

| grabbed several likely transformers
N from my collection; however the only
" one that would fit was a 18V + 18V
~  toroidal unit, way too many volts, but
m a snug fit, so | got stuck in, removed
. the plastic wrappings then | started
| peeling off the turns.

I diditin steps of ten turns, powering
it up to see how | was going.

| did some math and a bit more than the suggested 12V seemed appropriate. The amp uses a
regulated supply using a 7812 & 7912 reg IC's. Normally these need at least a 3V margin to
work properly. | ended up stopping at 15.3V, this gave me plus & minus 18.2V DC, offering a
nice 6V margin for the regulators. I let it run for an hour or two and the regs were just warm to
the touch - job done.

A toroidal power brick, nice, DIY rules!

i Pl USTX



NEWS FROM THE TREASURY

Some update about our recent fund raising activity, Klaus VK31U

Fund raising activities

The committee worked very hard on the
Bunnings sausage sizzle which we held with an

overwhelming support of our members on
Sunday August 21, 2022.

It was a cold day, but after a slow start we made some nice sale. Unfortunately, as it was cold and soft drinks,
weren’t so popular. We lost a bit out on these sales.

Fred VK3FWR jumped in days before to assist Bruno with the logistics and negotiated a nice donation from Coles
for our efforts. He stayed also the whole time and became our runner to purchase more supplies, as we run out of
sausages and onions later the day.

Bruno cut 10kg of onions at home, | hope not so many tears where produced there.

On the day Bruno got all excited and been drawing in the customer, shouting “Hot Sausages” .
Despite the cold | think the participants had some fun.

On the left our new member Conway VK3FACJ, who also
stayed the whole day and provided us with his EFPOS
machine which made nearly 50% of our sales.

Klaus VK3IU and Conway VK3FACJ handled the money
side and between us we helped each other with the
change money when we had a brain freeze, remember it
was a cold day.

Conway runs a small business and will supply us club
merchandize; he drove all the way from Philip Island to
help us.




All'in all this was a very successful fundraising activity and the funds raised will cover our expenses

for electricity and the Guide Hall rent for one year. Next time we try to get a spot in spring or autumn.

Club Merchandize available

Bruno organized some Club merchandize which we will be purchasing through Conway VK3FACI.

There are coffee mugs with Club Logo and your call sign printed on it among other items.

The Magazine will have the order form included.

Name Tag order

We are also collecting now orders for name tags, please contact our president Bruno to place your order.

The name tag cost is 22$ pick up during the club meetings. We will no longer mail these to members..

Your treasurer

Klaus VK3I1U

Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club Inc

Registration Number AOD16893M
GRANT Street, behind the Guide Hall, Cranbourne 3977
Mailing address: 408 Old Sale Road, Drouin West 3918
hitp:/'www.ggrec.org.au  secretary@ggrec.org.au

Club merchandize order form
Name: Call sign

eMail Phone:

Date of order

Ttem Coment | Price Callsign | Qty | Total
GGREC Name Tag iGR] $22.00
| 1
Coffee Mug White with New GGREC Logo $8.00
and your Callsign |
Coffee Mug Yellow with Old GGREC $8.00
Logo and your Callsign
| 1
Gaming Pad S15.00 N/A
Normal Mouse Pad $6.00 N/A
Stubbic Holder GGREC Logo | ss00 N/A
Stickers GGREC Logo $2.00 NiA
Optional liems
Coasters GGREC Logo (Original) §5.00 NA
Bottle Opener $5.00 N/A
Door Mait $15.00 N/A
Key Ring GGREC Logo S10.00 N/A
Total amount
Note 1: Name tags ir the supplier, with the treasurer about the delivery time

The Club will advise you when we have sufficient orders on hand, you will be requested by email to pay for your
order. Payment is duc within 7 days of order date and to be made via electronic fund transfer only to

Bendigo Bank

BSB 633000 - Account 146016746

Please clearly identify your payment with your call sign or name
cmail your order lotreasurer@ggrecorg.au or hand it in at any General Meeting to the Treasurer.

We will inform you by email when your order is available for collection at the next General Meeting
Unfortunately due to the high cost of posting we will not past any items

Name and signature (aptional if emailed)

See page 21 for a full page version



VKONT, April 2022

NORFOLK ISLAND

Three VK ops, Alan VK6CQ, Luke VK3HJ and | operated as VKONT between 14-26 April 2022.
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As many members know | am a keen DX-peditioner and try to get to an island as often as | can.

Following two years of Covid lockdowns, Luke VK3HJ and | were keen to get back to Norfolk
Island and enjoy some DX-peditioning activity as well as a nice holiday. Some of our regular
team members were unavailable for various reasons, so we had a new team member join us —
and Alan is no slouch to DX-peditions, VK6CQ (aka VKOLD).

This was our seventh trip to Norfolk Island... so, we knew the lie of the land and had made some
good friendships over there from previous visits.

Our QTH was a small holiday unit on the north-west corner of the island. This has been the site
of numerous DX-peditions over the years, including VKONT five times and VI9NI in 2019. The site
has plenty of room for antennas, many tall Norfolk Island pine trees, underground power, and no
immediate neighbours. It is set back from the Pacific Ocean by about 200 metres; with a clear
take-off to JA and NA.
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1,600km NE Sydney Norfolk Island
1,100km NW Auckland 8 x 5 kms ~ 42sq km
2.25 hour flight from Sydney Permanent population ca 2,200

Now, I'll try to make this story a bit different and focus on some of the other elements of the trip
that made things a little challenging (and fun); and also highlighting the need for risk
management and (yet) another wonderful benefit of CW.

The team arrived on Norfolk Island on Thursday afternoon 14th April. Unfortunately, the checked
luggage of two team members, Chris VK3QB and Luke VK3HJ had not been loaded on the plane
leaving Melbourne. So, here we were, on an island 1,400km from mainland Australia with no
amplifiers, no ATUs and limited ancillary equipment. All we had was a QRP radio, small PSU, a
paddle and computers (everything that was in our carry-on bags).

And the cloths we travelled in! Thankfully our landlady (and friend) Rebecca was able to rustle
up some spare cloths for Luke and | and the on-site washing machine provided opportunity to
wash the few cloths we had.

Alan’s flight had originated in Perth and fortunately his suitcase did arrive, with an IC-7000 and
his portable antenna. That gave us a capable FT8 station running as much as 60W of FT8. Alan
immediately set to work establishing his FT8 station with a multi-band mobile vertical antenna...
the performance of this antenna belied its small footprint. | suspect the fact we were able to lay
28 radials made all the difference.

Luke and | were able to forage up some wire, coax and a wooden mast from previous trips to
Norfolk Island. We made a resonant 18MHz vertical and laid out 28 radials. Between this
antenna, and Alan’s multiband whip we were able to maintain a respectable run-rate on CW until
our luggage arrived, some five days later.

18MHz proved to be a great band, opening most days by about 10am local and remaining open
until well after sunset.

| recall being quite tentative on the first evening, plugging the IC705 into Alan’s mobile whip
antenna on 7MHz with about 7W and making 50-60 QSOs in the first two hours. Over the



subsequent 4 days we made a fair number of CW QSOs using the resonant vertical and Alan’s
multiband whip (it had taps for bands 80-10m).

It really goes to show that QRP, CW, a DX Callsign and improving solar flux conditions are all
that’s required for a decent QSO rate. I'm convinced a DX callsign adds 10dB to the signal!

On Tuesday 19th, the baggage with amplifiers and other equipment arrived on the island, so
more antennas were set up. On 160m, an Inverted-L antenna was set up using a Norfolk Island
pine tree as the support for the wire. 30m of wire sloped up to a Norfolk Island Pine, about 25m
high, with 7m remaining, tied off to the back fence. 28 ground radials of about 20m completed
this antenna, and it was fed directly, matching nicely.

On 80m, a doublet antenna was suspended between the same tree supporting the 160m antenna
and another tall tree. This antenna was about 25m high, and worked very nicely on all bands up
to 10 m. It had 20m of wire each side of the feed point and 450 ohm open wire feeder to a
balanced coupler. To help receiving on 160 and 80 m bands, two Beverage antennas were set
up, each around 100m long, one to the north-east and the other to the north-west.

You can see in the photos below... a row of very nice 30m high Norfolk Island trees. If you look
closely you'll see Luke VK3HJ at the top of one of the trees. This is how we get our antennas up
in the air!




Conditions were just OK on 160m, with only about 5 full nights of operation, but many QSOs
were made into North America and East Asia, and a few dozen to Europe. It was a bit late in the
season for Europe. In total, 280 QSO were logged on 160m.

On 80m, conditions were a bit better, with a total of 341 QSO, again mostly North America and
East Asia, and some into Europe.

The CW station used an IC-705 driving an SPE 1.3kFA amplifier. The SPE amplifier allowed us
to easily switch antennas for receiving on the Beverage or the transmitting antenna. Band Pass
filters were used on both stations to minimize interference.

Now.... | mentioned risk management and CW... whenever you travel to a DX location make
sure you carry the basic equipment required to get on-air in your carry-on luggage. Make sure
you spread gear across multiple suitcases and ask the question “what happens if my suitcase

doesn’t make it, or a critical piece of equipment is broken or lost?”

And, as far as CW and FT8 are concerned? QRO helps..... but you don’t NEED it. On our first
trip to Norfolk, on the 8" May 2013 | made the following QSOs from Norfolk Island using 100mW.

JA1PIN: 7,845km
N6WM: 11,622km
RDOL: 8,823km

The QTH probably helped... we were sitting on a cliff top about 110m ASL on the NE corner of
the island just prior to sunset, with a 40m dipole about 10m off the ground and an Elecraft KX-3.
And a beer.

Fortune has it that I'm off to Cocos-Keeling Islands later this month. I’'m going with Luke VK3HJ,
Zeljko VK6VY and Alan VK6CQ (also VKOLD). We’'ll be active on all HF bands from 80m through
to 10m. We'll be working on CW, FT8 and SSB. We won’t have any fixed operating frequencies,
so you'll need to spin the dial and watch for us on the DX clusters.

VKOINT is planned again closer to the March equinox next year. Busy holiday periods will be
avoided, and hopefully we can operate with full capacity from day one!

73, Chris VK3QB / VKONT
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Switchmode Power Hum

Last week | was asked to provide ‘a mic’ for a
church event. Of course they wanted the
whole kit, amp, speakers, etc. etc.

: ‘,: A ways back | built a portable amp & speaker,
~ trouble was it all runs on 12V, So | needed a
12V power supply that could handle the loads
of a 250W car amp.

| The ‘other year’ a Microsoft X-box power
¥ supply came my way, it was rated at 12V 17A.
| A quick test, that almost smoked the speaker
(I love the smell of bunt windings) proved the
Microsoft kit was up to the task.

| Trouble was the amp was now way too
| inclined to produce a heap of mains hum
whenever | put my hand near any sensitive
part, like the mic pre-amp (it's not shielded)

| checked it with my multimeter, the supply
output was nice and clean, however then the
penny dropped and | measured from the amp
chassis to mains earth, 120V AC - ouch.

— As soon as | earthed the chassis, all was ok.

This Playstation power supply only has a two pin mains socket, so the whole thing is floating.
Actually it is worse than that, as you probably know, switchmode supplies generate quite a lot
of switching noise, so lots of filtering is included, however with no earth manufacturers
‘attempt’ to use the mains active & neutral wires
as a pseudo earth using small value capacitors.

Active

|
| switchmade reg + Trouble is those two caps make a nice voltage
= | T _Output | divider, that tries to bring the supplies output up
to half the mains, as in 120V AC

If the supplies load is a physically large item, or
the load has another earth, this parasitic 120V
will be greatly reduced or totally eliminated.

Neutral

Trouble was my amp and speaker were seeing the full 120V, and as soon as | approached it, the
difference in my voltage (a whole lot less) and the amp’s 120V caused heaps of hum.

So | pulled the supply apart, and swapped the two pin IEC socket for a three pin one. That just
left the question as to where to run the earth wire — which turned out to be really simple, as
there is a solder pad and hole right next to those two blue caps at the bottom of the PCB in the
picture. The two lower blue caps are probably the two shown in my diagram above.

The odd part, it had been designed all along for an earthed input, just some penny pinching
engineer had decided to save two cents by using a two pin socket.....

— Pl UG
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JOTA 2022

Many thanks to the guides for supplying these (and the front cover) photo’s
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About QSL Cards

VK3IU Klaus

Despite having boxes full of received paper QSL Cards sitting in my attic storage from the times in the Philippines

when operating under 4F1IRWW/4F7RWW, | still love paper QSL.
Unfortunately times have changed over the past 25 years since | send QSL cards, through my QSL Manager.

What’s a QSL Card_

A QSL Card is a written (or electronic) confirmation of
a completed QSO0. QsL is the
Q-Code appreciation of “Can you confirm?” or “|
confirm.” Traditional or paper QSL Cards are send
usually through the countries amateur radio
organisation. Most amateur put a lot of love into the
design of their own QSL cards.

It used to be considered a curtesy to send a QSL for a
QSO, well not any longer. For some HAMs they been
seen as a burden. For me this is really a deterioration
of an old established tradition dating back to the start
of Amateur Radio.

QSL Card design

There is some standard by agreement what a QSL
must contain.

The call sign of the to station is usually placed on the
top right and immediate below you should add the
via, which means the call of the QSL-Manager of the
worked station.

Your own call is best placed top left corner.
Information about the QSO is essential and additional
information about your own station and QTH.

Your postal address is in my opinion optional, we are
a mobile society and you don’t want to reprint your
cards because you moved.

Usually you should add your CQ Zone, ITU Zone and if
you lucky to live on an island your IOTA number.
Additionally you add your association to Amateur
Radio Clubs, interest groups.

An example my own “4F1IRWW contest QSL” which
has only a front page. Some cards have only one
side, some are double sided such as my new VK3IU
card (back shown right).

What you should never put on any QSL card are
political or religious association should be avoided or
the belonging to any organisation which might not be
appropriate. Remember while we live in a relatively
free society, not all our partner have the same
benefit or simply would be offended by our card.
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Manila/Philippines

My 1°* QSL for DU1 operations

To Radio :

4F1RWW -~

Manila / Philippines (DXCC DU)

I0TA OC-042, ITU Zone 27, IARU 50
QSL via DL4OCM e-mail 4f1rww@gsl.net

e-mail di4ocm@qsl.net home page : http://www.qgsl.net/4f1rww/

RIG ANT | PWR QTH | QSL
Kenwood KLM KT34A / Manila TNY
rowos | gvem | 0 | moan | O
dd / mm /yy ‘ ~__UTC | Band 2-way RST
! S, NN
] m|  CW

My 4F1RWW contest QSL only one side

Loc: QF21qw E P
V K 3 l U ©Q Zone 30 To Amateur Radio Station:
Klaus illhardt ITU Zone 59
Victoria
Australia ( Via ]
Confirming Oour QSO OUr SWL-Report
DATE [UNIVERSAL TIME | FREQUENCY | 2-WAY QSO | SIGNAL REPORT
D M A | uTC MHz IN RST or dB
\ | J
( RIG [ WATTS | ANT ] MJ Thanks for QSO, 73
N\ %Y O PSE Q@SL
O3 O TNX QSL

E-mail: VK3IU@QSL.NET
More info at https://www.qrz.com/db/vk3iu

UXSUO print

My Australian QSL Card




The “QSL Bureau’s”

The national QSL Bureau will sort the outgoing cards and
send them to the other IARU Amateur Radio
organisations. While incoming cards require more work
as they need to be sorted to local clubs where the
recipient is a member, so a lot of work. Turnaround
times are in months, but the service is usually covered
by your membership, for us this would be WIA. The WIA
Bureau is operated by volunteers in each state.

RSGB 2007 QSL Bureau

A very interesting YOUTUBE video about the DARC QSL Office
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LZ8nhacgmY

Unfortunately, with the development of social media and the falling numbers of members in the national amateur
radio clubs, many stations simply do not do QSL Cards anymore, only do LoTW, eQSL, ClubLog or QRZ.COM
confirmations. Since | restarted my hobby in 2021 | had to learn a lot of new thinks, while | knew about eQSL which
is being around for over 25 years, all the other means available over whelmed me and | am still getting my head
around.

How to prepare your cards for the QSL Bureau
It is a standard requirement for all QSL Bureau s to have your cards sorted by DXCC Country.
This means that in alphabetical order your should organize your cards.

Some example how this could look.
USA  USA (due to the many prefixes)
DL Germany

DU Philippines

F France

RU Russia

VK Australia

ZL New Zealand

QSL via, what is that (QSL Manager)

It is an alternate QSL routing information, so instead to send the card to station A, you send stations A QSL Card to
station B, which could be in a very different country. Consider this when sorting your cards.

These alternate QSL routes are commonly known as QSL Manager. A QSL Manager handles all the hard work, from
printing your cards to sending out your cards. You would just send your log book to them and they will work
through it as initially agreed. This could be as simple as Answer all QSO’s with one card via BUREAU, answer only
incoming cards and requests etc.

The QSL Manager is normally paid by you, some who love this work are happy to just get the IRC and Dollars as
compensation. In most cases you will pay the QSL printing.

A QSL Manager is very common for DX station in countries with a questionable postal service.

As you saw on my 4F1IRWW card | worked with Thomas DL4OCM (now DK4OM) for many years.

15


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLZ8nhacgmY

So | thought to share my experiences with new members
Paper QSL

these are still used although you been best advised to
check in QRZ.COM, if your contact does QSL Cards or
not. Only send your priced QSL Card when you can
be sure the OM does paper cards and if they do via
BUREAU too or only direct for a fee.

A lot of DX stations need to recover the cost of
QSLing which you need to understand, | been ones
one of them. Receiving thousands of QSL request
does not only cost money in printing them, but the 2 )
mailing expenses are also significant. So again check P ‘l@ :
QSL.COM for QSL information, if still in doubt send an e 4F1wa
email to the station to ask about their QSL policy. et i T e e
Nearly all serious DX stations and expeditions use QSL My 2™ QSL as 4F1RWW, photo taken by me
Managers and have a presence in QRZ.COM.

So back to paper QSL send via BUREAU

This means you can send your paper QSL via the VK3
QSL Bureau and receive incoming QSL cards, we as a
WIA dffiliated Club can handle the QSL’s for our
members. Our official QSL Manager is Mike VK3KTO
who visits the VIC QSL Bureau regularly and hands in
outgoing QSL cards and collects the incoming cards,
have the curtesy to let him know about your QSL
intentions and pre-sort the cards as required when
handing them to him.

One condition is that you are a either Amateur Radio Victoria or WIA to use the outgoing and incoming QSL Bureau
service. You also need to contact your state QSL Bureau and send them a form telling them that you intend to use
their QSL service, if you don’t do it, they will not know that you are a member of either club, don’t ask me why, but
it is all a bit disconnected. The form is available under the link below. The form also tells the VK3 QSL Bureau to
which Club you belong, so they know where to send the QSL Cards.

More under https://www.wia.org.au/members/gsl/about/

Also read the QSL Card specifications of the Bureau before you go ahead and print your cards, they need to be not
larger than 140mm x 90mm. The paper QSL service via Bureau is the most slowest service, but it is free covered by
your WIA membership. Cards can take 6 to 12 months to arrive at the destinations.

Amateur Radio Victoria or WIA membership is independent to the GGREC Club member ship and need to be
organized by the individual.

Direct QSL Cards

This is the fastest way to get a paper QSL card for your DX contact. Usually in the past you send your own card with
an IRC or some USD notes to the DX station, | can tell out of own experience IRC are very useless in DX countries
and not many postal employees know them. Money in an envelope tends to attract postal thieves who quickly
figure out that letters to a specific address (the DX station) contain cash and they disappear. In the Philippines my
incoming mail stopped 2 month after | received the first direct QSL request. Again check in QRZ.COM about the
direct QSL policy of the station.

But, times have changed and thinks moved into the 21th century or almost, continue reading below. These days the
majority of direct QSL request are being paid for through PAYPAL sending amounts of 1$ to 55 directly and safely
to the recipients. See more about this under CLUBLOG.
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https://www.wia.org.au/members/qsl/about/

Note that these amounts are reasonable, a postage from Australia to Europe will cost you 3.70S.

IRC or ‘International reply coupon’

You can have some fun with them when the issuing
postal officer stamps it in the incorrect position and
invalidates them at purchase already and best of all
they are in French.

T, UNIONPOSTALE COUPON-REPONSE €22
79 UNIVERSELLE  INTERNATIONAL

42 CENTS

4 |
Australia Post seems to still sell them for $4.15, | il Bl acs SR T | 107
haven’t ever bought one. ———

The idea is that they pay for a return mail. Well | tried i, S TR ;
this in a Philippine post office and just the look in the PR e O
eyes of the postal employee told me all, never again. ;
More can be found here:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International reply coupon

Money in an envelope

It is still done, but trust me sending any type of currency in a postal envelope is a bad idea.

So avoid it if you can, but again there are some stations who ask for this. It maybe depends on the receiving
country.

The world of social media

SEARR

dammn
Anmm
pEEE
A\ L1l
“vuwr,

QRZ.COM

In my opinion this is the most popular of all services ‘
available. Most amateurs who have a social media VK3IU el e
presence use it. The basic service is free and you can Klaus lllhardt

purchase add-ons and higher level services for a g?yzgiefﬁ@?am
reasonable fee, but it is not needed. Uploading your log Australia

need to be done manually, the automatic logbook QsL: eQSL. via Club (buro) or direct
integrated upload requires a higher level membership. Email: Use mouse to view..

But QRZ.COM integrates with LoTW and can download
LoTW data into your QRZ.COM log book. So there is

some free automation available, but not direct.

Premium Subscriber Lookups: 3441 | Label |
Biography Detail Logbook 647 Web 17 Awards 2

Lookups 3441 (3944)

QRZ.COM does not offer eQSL, but a very comprehensive QRZ Record# 941385

online logbook, in my eyes the best currently available. QRZ Admin VK3IU

You can manage several call signs under one login. They Date Joined 1970-01-01 00:00:00
also offer awards in competition to the standard ARRL Last Update 2022-09-17 04:16:06
awards offered. All electronically matched. You pay a Class ad

Latitude -38.080304 (38°4' 4979
Longitude 145.361481 (145°21"41"§)
Grid Square QF21qw
Geo Source User supplied
sunrise 20:13:02 UTC
sunset 08:11:55 UTC
QsL Info eQSL, via Club (buro) or direct
QSL by Mail? Yes (e.g. Will this ham QSL by Postal Mail?)
QSL by eQSL? Yes  (e.g. Will this ham QSL with eQSL?)
Uses LOTW? Yes (e.g. Does this ham use ARRL's LOTW ?)

small fee per award if you are not a subscriber and a
discounted fee if you subscribed to their services.

QRZ.COM also offers a simple web service used by
almost all hams with social media presence. It is a
fantastic source of QSL-ing information and it provides
the HAMs email address on one click. It is totally up to
you how large your presence will be in QRZ.COM.

Under the Detail Tab it usually tells you the QSL

information, but not all HAMs are well organised and
you might need to read through the Biography as well. Example of my QRZ page
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CLUBLOG

CLUBLOG is a very different story. Used by a lot of DXers and expeditions, sometimes with real time data uploads,
it is tailored for DX and DX expeditions. No QSL Card service, but you can compare yourself with members of your
own interest group, club etc.

You upload your log data manually or automatically or even do a live upload.

(7

A very interesting development and service of CLUBLOG is the OQRS service, which manages the direct QSL service
of HAMs. You can request either fee free or for a fee (postage) DX direct QSLs, you can setup yourself to receive
these requests, | been using their OQRS service to get some DX QSL on fast track. This service requires that both
parties upload their log to CLUBLOG in order to match the QSO.

An advantage is that after your requested and paid the requested amount, ClubLog will update you and keep a list
of your OQRS requests.

2 | .

\:-' Home Settings Upload OQRS Donate Expeditions Help
Your Log OQRS - Online QSL Requests
DXCC Charts To accept requests for @3Ls using Club Log, click on the ‘Inbound OQRS" tab. Ta review QSL requests that you have made, click on the ‘Outbound

OORS3 tab.

Satellite Charts

- Inbound OQRS | [ Outbound OQRS
Timelines [ ] [ l

Grid Squares

Callsign: | VK3IU v | Filter (2+ characters): only pending: [ | Find my records:[ Clear]

Q5L Charts

Zone Charts Tips: The filter text box accepts callsigns, Club Log invoice numbers and PayPal transaction numbers. If you have one of these in an email, try using it
to find a specific QRS record. Click the table headings to sort the results. The status of your requests will be indicated as follows:
Log Inspector

Q QSL received + Waiting for Q8L () No data
Lag Matching

League Tables When you receive your cards, upload a new ADIF to Club Log to complete the request and change it to a green tick.

PieC e Requests Made with PayPal
Satellite Leagues
Requested Callsign Amount CL Invoice PP Recipient PP Transaction QSL Manager Status
Zone Leagues .
2022-08-17  J42L £2.00 JALrETkS] — macssigoenstgr S APRTHLC2DZZIITN SROCOEEN0.Com W
Club Leagues
2022-09-15  4F3BZ  $3.00 LOQKMCUNS | bopet ioreren@geal oom | :anel65Tass1550 smozgamsatong ®
CDXC Challenges

Super League

Requests Made Without PayPal

Uniques League
Requested Callsign QSL Manager Status

Tools
2022-08-18  ZMRU nEailgyEnoe o

DX Cluster
Log Search

Select Language
Call Tester | guag M |

Powered by Geogle Translate
Maost Wanted

An example of OQRS direct QSL card managing
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eQSL.cc

tm The probably oldest service is eQSl.cc
— "L‘ -~/ - https://www.eqgsl.cc | used this service already in
' di ' 1996.

i You can design your own eQSL card and the system
does the hard work to match QSO and issue eQSL.
Getting an eQSL out of the system can be a bit
tedious, maybe | am getting old.

How do e0SLs work?

Unfortunately, ARRL doesn’t recognize the eligibility of eQSL cards, they have their own product where they sale
DXCC’s. The nice thinks if you use the an electronic log program e.g. it does the QSL download for you. So eQSL is
nice to have, with not much use as HAM as you can’t use the QSL cards for most diploms and certificates. (I haven’t
really explored other diploms and certifications if they accept eQSL).

eQSL also offers their own series of awards

LOGBOOK of the world LoTW

This service is promoted by the ARRL. The upload requires a special

THE ARRL application to be installed and the user authentication, but after that’s done

; it works. Getting awards such as the DXCC and other services is at a cost and

I (‘)ﬁ.“R()r)IV b 7-Wol=tsgd ARRL charges fees for their service and to use LotW logs for the CQ based

S B T L RINCIP, awards is at a fee too. The basic upload is free. A few DX stations avoid the
oo LoTW W LoTW or charge you’re a fee to upload your QSO data, VK9DX is a bad

example of this behaviour charging 55 per LoTW upload.

The usage is also pretty complicated, user unfriendly in my eyes. | use it to

provide others with my log information, but nothing more. https://lotw.arrl.org/lotwuser/default

OF THE WORLD"

Some comments from VK3IU

As you can see there are multiple options to have your log data on the Internet, some use most, some use only one
others can’t be bothered to use any. If you chase DXCC Countries this can be a bit frustrating as you might have
contacts all over the different platforms, but not in one place.

Part of your confirmed QSOs are in QRZ.COM, some in LoTW others in ClubLog or you be lucky to get a paper QSL.

| have no solution how we can get these different confirmations recognised for all DIPLOMs available.

| hope this article is helpful for the newbies in the Club, maybe it inspires some of the oldies to write something
too.

73 & 55 de VK3IU
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News from RASA and QRM Guru.

Have you been suffering from QRM and unable to find a solution? RASA and QRM Guru now
offer an online ticketing system to provide email and limited telephone support. I'm sure we
can even arrange an on-site visit for members as we're all in the same geographical area.

As always, we ask that you use the QRM Guru process and “Start Here"” guidelines before
contacting us for support.

https://grm.guru/newcomers-start-here/

https://arm.guru/arm-guru-process/

If you've performed some profiling, data gathering and remedial action but aren’t making
headway, please raise a ticket and include all your reference material bu visiting the online
helpdesk.

https://grm-quru.freshdesk.com/support/home

73, QRM Guru admin team — lan VK3BUF & Chris VK30QB

@ QRM Guru offers email support

@ Caution when working with mains
power

@ QRM Guru Process
@ Newcomers start here

@ QRM Guru Videos

Australian Regulations (s)
@ QRM Guru News Update
@ Dealing with the Regulator
@ Lodging Complaints

@ Compliance & Labelling

@ ACMA Regulations

@ QRM Guru & RASA responds to
ACMA announcement

@ QRM Guru News Update
[2) Club visits 2022

@ WIA Awards QRM Guru developer
with Technical Excellence Award

Case Studies (24)

@ Mitigating Amateur Radio
Interference to VDSL2

@ Low power wireless charging:
friend or foe?

@ The saga of the network switch
and 20m QRM

@ How's your noise floor?

[2] QRM to Telstra NEN FTTN modem
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-~ - | ., If] =2 Home Topics v Start here Support
‘QRM:.guru
b | . L ;
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Have a question? Ask or enter a search term.
. . Follow Us
Article Categories
®
- An Overview of the QRM Guru . Announcements (9)
Process (5) ;
@ QRM Guru offers email support Trendlng

@ The truth about ferrites

@ How to locate the noise source:

building a DF Loop

@ HF/VHF Station QRM Kill Kit

@ Direction Finding (DF) Loop Antenna
Kit

Latest

@ QRM Guru offers email support

@ HDM! Interference

@ QRM Guru & RASA responds to
ACMA announcement

@ QRM Guru News Update



https://qrm.guru/newcomers-start-here/
https://qrm.guru/qrm-guru-process/
https://qrm-guru.freshdesk.com/support/home

Club order form

Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club Inc

Registration Number A0016893M
GRANT Street, behind the Guide Hall, Cranbourne 3977
Mailing address: 408 Old Sale Road, Drouin West 3918
http://www.ggrec.org.au  secretary@ggrec.org.au

Club merchandize order form

Name: Call sign:

eMail: Phone:

Date oforder: _ / _ /

Item Coment Price Call sign Qty Total
GGREC Name Tag | Club name tag with GGREC §22.00
Logo and your callsign
(see note 1)

Coffee Mug White with New GGREC Logo $8.00

and your Callsign
Coffee Mug Yellow with Old GGREC $8.00

Logo and your Callsign
Gaming Pad $15.00 N/A
Normal Mouse Pad $6.00 N/A
Stubbie Holder GGREC Logo $8.00 N/A
Stickers GGREC Logo $2.00 N/A
Optional Items
Coasters GGREC Logo (Original) $5.00 N/A
Bottle Opener $5.00 N/A
Door Matt $15.00 N/A
Key Ring GGREC Logo $10.00 N/A

Total amount

Note 1: Name tags have a minimum order requirement by the supplier, please confirm with the treasurer about the delivery time

The Club will advise you when we have sufficient orders on hand, you will be requested by email to pay for your
order. Payment is due within 7 days of order date and to be made via electronic fund transfer only to

Bendigo Bank
BSB 633000 - Account 146016746

Please clearly identify your payment with your call sign or name.

email your order totreasurer@ggrec.org.au or hand it in at any General Meeting to the Treasurer.

We will inform you by email when your order is available for collection at the next General Meeting.
Unfortunately due to the high cost of posting we will not post any items.

Name and signature (optional if emailed)

Get your Club merch here.
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Interesting YouTube Videos

DVB-T+FM+DABDS"®

820T2 & SDR

REF,
our RENCE

Software Defined Radio with Predefined Raspberry Pi SD Card
https://youtu.be/7eNGBmVquu

M W) 008/2307
WWYV VIDEO TOUR: Fort Collins, CO (Exclusive Video)
https://youtu.be/XJewUiPOUeo



https://youtu.be/7eNGBmVquug
https://youtu.be/XJewUiP0Ueo
https://youtu.be/7eNGBmVquug
https://youtu.be/XJewUiP0Ueo

ol
—{
ALLY TROPHIES
>~

¢ alltrophies.com.au

Specialising in Corporate Awards Clubs and Schools

ABN 69 089 590 590

03 9762 4844

sales@alltrophies.com.au

71 Intrepid Street
Berwick VIC 3806

O \WANY
INSTITUTE

WIA Affiliated Club

® Honour Boards

® Acrylic Awards

e Silverware

* Plaques

* Clocks & Barometers
* Medals & Badges

® Club Awards

® Engraving

® Corporate Awards

* Sport Awards

* Customised Awards

* Brass/Bronze

* Photo Plaques

* Commercial Engraving

The GGREC is an affiliated club of the WIA

We also give Thanks to

aycar

ALTRONICY

Build It Yourself Electronics Centre®

For their generous support over the years


https://www.wia.org.au/
https://www.jaycar.com.au
https://www.altronics.com.au/

Meetings 20:00hrs on third Friday of the month at the
Cranbourne Guide hall, Grant Street Cranbourne
Prac/Natter nights first Friday in the Peter Pavey Clubrooms Cranbourne 19:30hrs
Visitors are always welcome.

Office bearers

President Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT General 3 Bruce Williams VK3BRW
Admin Sec vacant Web Master Mark Clohesy VK3PKT
Treasurer Klaus lllhardt VK3IU Magazine Editor Paul Stubbs VK3TGX
General 1 Yarn Oncken VK3NOV Property Officer ‘committee’

General 2 Helmut Inhoven VK3DHI Assoc. Secretary Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT

Call in Frequencies, Beacons and Repeaters

The Club Station VK3BJA operates from the Cranbourne Clubrooms.
6m Repeater Cranbourne VK3RDD, In 52.575 Out 53.575 CTCSS none
70cm Repeater Cranbourne VK3RGW, In 431.425MHz Out 438.425MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz
VK3RGW Repeater supports Remote Internet access (IRLP), Node 6794 offline.
70cm Repeater Seaview VK3RWD, In 431.575MHz Out 438.575MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz ‘Testing’
Simplex VHF - 145.450MHz FM, Simplex UHF - TBA
VK3RLP Beacons 1296.532MHz & 2403.532MHz (currently offline)

Membership Fee Schedule

Pensioner member rate $40.00, Extra family member $20.00
Standard member rate $50.00, Junior member rate $25.00
Fees can be paid by EFT to BSB 633000 - Account 146016746
* Always identify your EFT payments
* Membership fees are due by each April Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Magazine Articles to editor@ggrec.org.au Cut off, 10" of the month
All other Club correspondence to: secretary@ggrec.org.au
or via post : GGREC, 408 Old Sale Rd, Drouin West 3818
GGREC Web Site & Archive may be viewed at: www.ggrec.org.au
Website errors, contact web master: webmaster@ggrec.org.au
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/GippslandGate
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