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Club run events are only possible with the involvement of ALL members.
Without volunteers to coordinate and participate in club events the club will fail to prosper




President’s Report April 2026

1.

m“......

This Friday is our General Meeting (GM) and Annual General Meeting (AGM)
night. Start time is 8pm at the Guide Hall. The GM will be held first, followed
by the AGM. The GM will cover the Presidents (Bruce VK3BRW) and Treasurers
(Klaus VK3IU) Annual Reports (power point presentation), Member service
awards , along with any normal General business, which will be covered by the
Secretary (Phil VK3VB) and finally the nomination of an AGM Chairperson.

. The AGM itself will cover the acceptance of the previous AGM Minutes. Once

this is done all current positions will be spilled and nominations will be called
for to fill all vacant positions of President, Treasurer, Club Secretary and Prac
Night Coordinator. Further to this General Committee positions will also be
called for including Incorporation Secretary, Editor and 3 general Committee
members. The nominated AGM Chairperson will conduct the ballot. This is
considered an important night on the clubs calendar of events, so please try
and attend on the night. Free party pies will also be made available to all
members who attend.

. A reminder that Antenna palooza will take place over this weekend (18" to

19" April 2026) the event is designed to bring people together from multiple
clubs and GGREC is proud to be one of the sponsors of this event. The theme
this year is about power. The address is 408 Old Sale Road, Droin West.
https://antennapalooza.net.au/

Last Saturday was another working bee at the club. Fred (VK3FWR), Klaus
(VK3IU) and Phil (VK3VB) managed to replace the faulty cable running to the
newly installed 40M Dipole and from all reports its working remarkably well.
Well done everyone involved.

Also as you are probably all aware by now, our Hamfest is coming up on July
4th this year. To make this a great money raising/ networking/ buying, day
out event, for all those attending, we will need as many club volunteers as we
can get to carry out various tasks on the day. Tasks such as manning doors ,
taking money, handing out raffle tickets , looking after the clubs selling table,
selling and preparing sausages , tea and coffee etc. The more volunteers we
have the less of a burden it is on each individual. E.g. Allocating One hour on
the BBQ, before someone else takes over. So let the newly elected President
know in advance if you are prepared to volunteer on the day.

. As mentioned last month our Next Prac night (First Friday of every month,

starting at 7:30pm) will continue on the theme of the building of the Dim Light
equipment tester. Where the finished item will be displayed and put through its
paces. Our next project is likely to be an Auto-probe for testing vehicle
electrical systems. The probe can test for six common problems

Short to +Ve supply;

Short to —ve supply;

Open cct;

Connection to +ve supply, via an intermediate impedance;

Grounded , via an intermediate impedance; and ,

Connection to a fixed intermediate (low) voltage level.

. Again a reminder that membership renewals are now due.
. From the WIA. Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of The

Wireless Institute of Australia (WIA) will be held at 13.30 hrs on Saturday 2nd
May 2026.

Kind Regards & 73s
Bruce (VK3BRW)


https://antennapalooza.net.au/

From The Editor

. This month was kind of a bummer for me, |

: ; S —— thought | was getting places with that Philips
‘ radio only to discover | had been given a bum

steer and the serial memory chips | had
grabbed before they disappeared are way to
— new — the ones | really need are quite a bit
older?, well not quite so, as Google soon

found some.

Mode: RADEV1

ReSync

Control

S So | found a new store, “tempero systems” in
Queensland, https://temperosystems.com.au/
wwes So hopefully | can get back to the Philips radio
project. It's taking far too long.

Radio Freq. (MHz)

Assistance Waterfall Spectrum FrmRadio FrmMic FrmDecoder Scatter » 7.0450

: ~ They also had a 12bit digital to analogue

converter board, so that should prove

interesting when | get back to that “Arduino FSK Generator” project mentioned in the February
edition of the GGREC mag. Will it or my home brew ladder DAC work better?

The other day | thought of another use for that tone generator project, and that is to generate
“Sine squared pulses”, so instead of just pumping out a regular square pulse with all its
harmonics, you shape it to be a single cycle of AC. Around my QTH | have a 1200 bps serial data
line, that on the odd occasion can be heard in the background when I'm playing with audio
amplifiers, so if | turn that stream into a pile of 1200Hz sine waves, as in no more harmonics,
will that keep it out of my audio amps? Not that this is really a problem, | have to have the
amps cranked up to full volume with no signal present, then | can just perceive it in the
background.

This then got me thinking of how one transmits FSK over HF, and whether having the two
signals fade in and out, rather than snapping back and forth between the two would result in a
better signal on air, as in less harmonics & bandwidth — a better/purer signal?

More advanced/high end radios have an FSK input on their back where you can feed in binary
RTTY (not audio) and the radio will do all the work, rather than feeding an FSK audio tone into
the mic socket to achieve the same ends. One would kind of think the direct FSK ‘digital’ input
would be better, however this prevents any experimentation with that signal. If that was the
only way it was ever done then we'd have none of those newfangled digital modes that
everyone is getting so excited about - including the latest toy around the GGREC, FreeDV -
Boy does that name confuse me, | cannot get over thinking of the old AM radio station 3DB
every time it gets mentioned on air.

If nothing else we are now headed back on the right path of using free and open codecs rather
than the proprietary one used by Icom, Yaesu and others, the one where the manufacturers
layers get rather active when things like echostar?/allstar? pop up on mobiles etc.
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Mobile Phones and the not so Young

Recently | spent WAY too long helping my 93 year old aunt navigate the
transition of her mobile phone from Optus to Telstra.

She had been advised her plan was getting raised up to $73 a month, so
she started looking around and found she could get the same thing from
Telstra for $53 a month, so that looked better — the plan that is, plus with
a government elderly discount, hopefully a bit better still.

First issue “Just who are you”, Telstra wanted some proof of identity
before they would process her order, they were asking for a driver's
license, or a passport, neither of which she had. Years ago she had both,
not anymore. Now with all the scams going down with scammers stealing
people’s mobile accounts, then using these to then get into their other
accounts, like their bank and cleaning them out, with the Telco’s etc.,
being held responsible, who could blame them.

She had just run through the same carryon with her bank, they wanted to
update her details so they could be sure — although I'm kind of wondering
whether she initiated all of this in response to a dodgy email asking her to
verify herself - luckily done by contacting the bank rather than
responding to an email — a way too often scam these days... | wonder this
as | have not heard of anyone else being asked to front up to their bank
with all their ID papers. Anyway she was able to satisfy the bank so why
not Telstra?

She has called me up in the past asking about odd emails, so I've gained
remote access to her PC, often with the alarm bells going off when | see
the email she was about to action..... Scary There must be others in the
same boat.

In the past | had to ID myself for something (too long ago, | forget) so a copy of my birth
certificate, signed by a ‘justice of peace’, also a bunch of bills with your name and address on
them did the job — so why could she not use this...  all seems rather odd to me.

Lately even the so called “golden child” of ‘multi-factor authentication’ has been circumvented
— so whatever you do, don't get lazy because you've followed the TV ads, updated everything
and set up the multi-factor stuff. — personally | think most implementations hoisted on us suck.

Now in legal circles etc., there is this “Power of attorney” thing that is frequently used when
things start going awry with the elderly and medical conditions etc. things like Alzheimer's.
Well Telstra and probably others now give you the option of nhominating someone else to help
look after their accounts —so one morning | get a call from her saying she’s just done that with
me, no question if I'd be interested.... Oh well, be as it may.

So now the order went straight in, no questions asked - rather strange in a way, as in no
requests for me to hand over my driver’s license etc. | started seeing these emails that the
order was in and that a new SIM card was on its way — but to whom? We were both getting
emails and text’s about it, but with no destination address given.



The ‘twits’ did it in the worst possible way, they sent it via courier to my aunt, but with my
name attached to it. They required my signature, not hers, so she could not receive the
package. Aaarrrgghhh.

The next day | was up at her post office, along with her career (local council ?) where apart from
the tracking number, | had to get out my driver’s license to prove who | was. A near hour’s drive
to pick up a tiny plastic card — pure nuts! Oh well at least an excuse to go visit her, not that |
ended up being very sociable — | was buried in phone carryon.

(So if you're wondering why the club magazine is late — here goes another day | won't get back)

So we took it back to her place where | went to install it into her iPhone. She was glad | was
doing that as she had no recollection of ever seeing one of those cards, or the little drawer in
the side of her iPhone where they go.

recollect having to go through all this carryon when I've ‘done’ any of my phones in the past.

This meant | needed to use the Telstra app on her phone, the phone that now had no access
(now I will give it to Telstra, they did advise to do this First on the old SIM/account) so | needed
WiFi etc. luckily she had that, just turn her Telstra router over and read the defaults - of course
never changed. But it then wanted me to log into Telstra, she had no idea about her account,
Luckily I knew that, as it's just her email, but the password... oh well time so reset it

Now we had the Telstra app up, but we could not progress it through to a working mobile, yes |
could log in, however the only obvious option was to then ‘add a service’ so it would log me out
then I'd log in, and try to add a service, so it would log me out..... aarrggghhh.

So | called Telstra support who advised me to log in with my phone - so what’'s my password?
Safely stored at home in my password manager. Not with me. Arrggghhh, so | reset my
password, but still we could not activate her account — at lease it showed up on my Telstra app
—why not hers? This was just pure stupid.

So Telstra said they would ‘Force activate it'?? | did get her phone working via WiFi, just not 4G
cellular, hopefully in the promised 24 hours all will be well.

About the only thing | didn't see was a message saying ‘This phone is locked to Optus’,
although I'm kind of wondering if that one will surface to bite her bum, usually necessitating
you paying the old telco to release it.

So with most of the day burned, | now had to go home and reset the passwords on all my PC's,
thanks Telstra.

Although partially my Fault for not having that particular ID in my phones password manager —
I'd been forced a while back to change it and the phones manager missed the update. So again
“Thanks Telstra”
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Keeping it Dry

Ever had trouble keeping the water out?
At a recent club meeting a pile of surplus boxes were offered up, free to a good home.

I've been having issues with possums jumping from a tree into the tin roof of my study, the
noise kind of making me jump out of my skin. | did pop an Aldi solar garden light up there and
that pretty much solved the problem, with the possums not liking the light and keeping their
distance. Unfortunately the manufacturer of that light missed the concept that it's going to be
out in the open - so it's solar panel can charge the battery. No, it filled with water and died in
about two weeks... Anyway the above electrical junction box was in that pile of free boxes, and
| had a spare LED light module that | figured would make a good substitute for the Aldi job.

It had a rubber gasket, so | popped it up there, unfortunately after a week it too was suffering
severe water ingress, now | don’'t blame the makers like | do with Aldi, as this was probably
= never intended for this exact use.

So what's going on? Well in the daytime, the sun bakes the
box heating it up quite a bit, this raises the internal air
pressure well beyond what the box and its seal can
withstand, so the air seeps out. Then at night, possibly
after some rain it cools off and a vacuum forms inside, so
the air starts seeping back in, complete with any moisture
that has landed on the seams, rain, midnight dew, etc.
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Once in there the only way to get rid of it is to open the box and dry it out.

A friend, John VK3YTV, once said, “you can never keep the water out, so just make a hole so it
can get out”, as in a hole in the bottom. If the box is mounted on a wall, or up your radio tower
this will work, however if it's sitting flat on a surface surrounded by surface water, then it will
probably not work as intended.

My solution is to have a two foot or so plastic tube feeding the box, as in sealed to the box, this
then acts as a breathing tube so the box never sees any pressure differences between the
inside and outside, so the rubber seels hold and keep the water out.

This tube, then can also serve as a cable entry, it does not need to be large, a few mm’s
(beyond any cables also using the tube) as the airflow is miniscule, any extra tube size only
serving as an invite to ants and spiders. If too small, capillary action will push water up it.

The tube should either end in a sheltered place, like under my roof tiles, or run vertically down
from the box so any water the finds the end will have a hard time going up it — hopefully gravity
will do its job.

Another option is a glass jar with a vacuum sealed lid, the type often used for Food. While the
glass will near last Forever in the elements, unfortunately the lid and seal will not, so try and
shield that part of your setup. Just grab a nice sturdy (as in thick) container, seal it shut, pop it
up on your roof etc., then after a month or two, preferable after some adverse, wet weather,
go retrieve it and see if it's still bone dry inside, I'll bet you it's fine.

Seeling in the wires and or tubes as mentioned above can
usually be done via a cable gland; these have rubber seals both
for the cable and where you attach it to the box.

Otherwise this can be tricky with jar lids as they are generally
quite thin metal, so silicon sealant etc. will probably Fail in
short order. Glands are available in many sizes so shop around,
this picture coming from ‘Super Cheap Auto’ not a place |
would have thought stocked them.

The tube | used was actually the cable sheath from some 75
ohm coax, up this | ran figure eight speaker cable to run the
LED assembly, it only pulls about 250mA, so anything larger is
kind of overkill, especially as it's shielded from the elements by the tubing.

Hopefully after a few months | won’t find any
puddles in the corner like here.

Actually I'm tempted to pop a glass jar, fitted with
a gland and some tubing, and also purposely filled
with a cm or so of water on that roof to see if the
sun will cause it to evaporate and leave by that
breathing tube - | wonder....
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The Headless Laptop

At the last meeting | was donated a pair of laptops and an old XP tower machine, the latter |
passed on as | have a fairly healthy collection of them.

The first laptop, a Compaq was screaming in the fan department, however some compressed
air soon had that bit sorted, so | loaded an OS into it, whereupon the screen ended up dead
more often than not. Is this a leftover of the machine spending most of its time thermally
throttled — as in all but overheating?, or does it just dislike the copy of Linux | have installed. I'll
try another distro before giving up.

The second, an Asus gaming laptop looked somewhat older and well used. Unfortunately as the
above picture shows, the LCD panel is cactus. | disassembled the display part in a fond hope
reseating the connectors would help, however | was just kidding myself. Unfortunately a
replacement screen, even if available would be way too expensive a fix for a laptop this old.

So what can one do with a laptop with a dead display, well the first one might surprise you and
that is to simply remove it and use it with an external display. Normally for portable use this is
not overly practical, however if you just plan to use/leave it in the same place all the time,
always setup, then this is less of an issue. Kind of like how a lot of old 8 bit computers, like the
Commodore 64 etc. were used, a computer built into a keyboard with a screen sitting behind it.



The same could also be said about using such an old computer, surely it will perform badly with
everyday use — well that depends on whether you want a do-all box, then yes, this won't be
great, however if it's a secondary machine for a particular use, like keeping the logbook in your
radio shack, then this may be ideal. As in your radio slightly raised on a low shelf where this
‘laptop’ can slide underneath, out of the way, connected to a screen atop the radio, a setup
where a regular laptops screen would get in the way. Same goes for a computer connected to
your TV (YouTube etc.), you already have a large screen there; so an additional one on a laptop
is just extra clutter, also awfully awkward if you plan on sliding it under the TV in a cabinet, and
mainly drive the computer via a wireless mouse.

e | Other uses are for maker type projects; several
] years ago Jaycar had a replica Commodore PET
‘L project where you made a replica box, well this
~ old laptop would be ideal as the processing
- guts of such a creation.

~ Unfortunately the Jaycar one (as in its picture)
is long gone, well as far as Google is concerned.

e

compy

This being about what | would like to replicate.

There are plenty of commodore emulator
programs out there, and the square-ish cabinet
does lend itself to fabrication from flat sheets
of metal or plastic, no 3D printer needed.

Here is another one that popped up on Pintrest
the other day, the innards are an old laptop,
connected to a circular display panel, yes there are
issues, but | really like it, pity I don’t have access to
a 3D printer to make the case.

https://au.pinterest.com/pin/4503668370634452/

I'd like to score one of those US ‘porthole’ TV's
As in a black and white one, | can fix 120V issues,
NTSC colour is just too hard.

Pl UGSTEX
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GGREC HAMFEST SALE 2026

On Saturday, July 4 the Gippsland Gate Radio & Electronics Club will be hosting a Hamfest
sale . the venue is at the Longwarry Community Hall at 14 Kennedy St. Longwarry, approx
60km East of Dandenong, Vic. The venue is easy to find. Itis just 3 km South of the freeway
interchange, 150 metres South of the Longwarry train station and level crossing.

Doors open at 10:00 am for buyers. Entry fee is $10 Doors open at 8:30 for stall holders.
No trading before 10:00 am please.

We have 32 tables available for this event. $20 per table,

max 4 tables per seller
All 2025 stallholders will be notified

Direct enquiries to lan Jackson VK3BUF via: hamfest@ggrec.org.au or call 5644 3118

ntenneia Doza

Antennapalooza is back in 2026.

It's happening on Sat/Sun the 18th and 19th of April. This is the tenth such event. For a change
of pace, the theme for 2026 will be about POWER. How power reaches our homes, how we
organise power in our shacks, battery & portable power and what's new with Solar. We will
have a series of speakers on related topics under the pavilion.

We are also privileged to have a guest presenter from Outlook Industries, a Gippsland
manufacturer who will demonstrate radio controlled surveillance carts that have been
developed for the Australian army. This equipment uses a unique combination of power
strategies to give long operational life in the field. We hope to see many visitors to the
upcoming 2026 event. As in the past, it will take place in Drouin West and the details are on the
Antennapalooza website Come for an hour or come for the whole weekend with your caravan
and camping gear. Attendance is free. No bookings are required

https://antennapalooza.net.au/
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Interesting YouTube Videos

VARIAGvsDIM-BULBTESTER!

e ~TH

Variac vs Dim Bulb Tester
https://voutu.be/CFJKKNYcbrQ
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It's 90% more efficient. You probably won't like it.
https://youtu.be/WAOL5xznsKE
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EST. 1990 g, 03 5996 3298 or 0417 050 879

.G &.C Po Box 53,
Communications Pty Ltd Leongatha VIC 3953

Commercial, UHF CB, Amateur & Marine
Two-way Radio Communications Sales & Service
Antennas, Cables & Accessories.

O
icoM (@) uniden @RFI
Shop Online: www.gccomm.com.au

The GGREC is an affiliated club of the WIA
https://www.wia.org.au/

of

Usrimyre

WIA Affiliated Club

We also give Thanks to

dycar

https://www.jaycar.com.au/

ALTRONIC

Build It Yourself Electronics Centre®

https://www.altronics.com.au/

For their generous support over the years
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Meetings 20:00hrs on third Friday of the month at the
Cranbourne Guide hall, Grant Street Cranbourne
Prac/Natter nights first Friday in the Peter Pavey Clubrooms Cranbourne 19:30hrs
Visitors are always welcome.

Office bearers

President Bruce Williams VK3BRW General 3 Mark Lowe VK3MDL
Admin Sec Phil Pavey VK3VB Web Master Dennis Hancock VK3SPI
Treasurer Klaus llllhart VK3IU Magazine Editor Paul Stubbs VK3TGX
General 1 lan Jackson VK3BUF Property Officer ‘committee’ --
General 2 Fred Reid VK3FWR | Assoc. Secretary Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT

Call in Frequencies, Beacons and Repeaters

The Club Station VK3BJA operates from the Cranbourne Clubrooms.
6m Repeater Cranbourne VK3RDD, In 52.575 Out 53.575 CTCSS none
70cm Repeater Cranbourne VK3RGW, In 431.425MHz Out 438.425MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz
VK3RGW Repeater supports Remote Internet access (IRLP), Node 6794.
70cm Repeater Seaview VK3RWD, In 431.575MHz Out 438.575MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz
Simplex VHF - 145.450MHz FM, Simplex UHF - TBA
VK3RLP Beacons 1296.532MHz & 2403.532MHz (currently offline)

Membership Fee Schedule

Pensioner member rate $40.00, Extra family member $20.00
Standard member rate $50.00, Junior member rate $25.00
Fees can be paid by EFT to BSB 633000 - Account 146016746
* Always identify your EFT payments
* Membership fees are due by each April Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Magazine Articles to editor@ggrec.org.au Cut off, 10" of the month
All other Club correspondence to: secretary@ggrec.org.au
or via post : GGREC, 408 Old Sale Rd, Drouin West 3818
GGREC Web Site & Archive may be viewed at: www.ggrec.org.au
Website errors, contact web master: webmaster@ggrec.org.au
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/GippslandGate
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