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Cover photo,   GGREC Hamfest – more on page 9. 

(If you have any good photos, please send them in) 
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Event Queue 
    

    
    
    

July:    
    

3rd.  7:30 Prac night 
4th.  10:00 GGREC Hamfest 

4-5th.   NZART Memorial Contest – Courtesy WIA 
11-12th.   IARU HF Championship – Courtesy WIA 

17th.  8:00 General Meeting 
    

August:    
    

7th.  7:30 Prac night 
15-16th.   RD Contest – Courtesy WIA 

21st.  8:00 General Meeting 
29-30th.   ALARA Contest – Courtesy WIA 

    
September:    

    
4th.  7:30 Prac night 

18th.  8:00 General Meeting 
    

  

Club run events are only possible with the involvement of ALL members. 

Without volunteers to coordinate and participate in club events the club will fail to prosper 
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President’s Report - July 2026 
Good morning everyone, 

It has been another busy month for the club, with several successful activities and plenty 

happening both on and off the air. 

Remote HF Station 

Unfortunately, we've experienced a technical setback with the Remote HF Station project. While 

this has delayed progress, work is continuing and we'll provide a further update as developments 

occur. 

Hamfest 2026 – A Great Success 

Our 2026 Hamfest was a tremendous success. Around 200 people attended, and an outstanding 

21 club members volunteered to help—a new club record, compared with just seven volunteers 

last year. 

When we include members who also operated tables, approximately 50% of our club 

membership was represented on the day, which is an excellent achievement. Financially, the 

event also produced a very positive result for the club. 

A sincere thank you to everyone who helped make the day such a success. 

Looking ahead to next year, we'll be seeking a Hamfest Coordinator to begin planning early, 

organise bookings and oversee the event, as Ian VK3BUF is retiring from this role after many 

years of dedicated service. 

On-Air Activity 

DMR Talk Group 

I'd like to encourage greater activity on our DMR Talk Group. It's an excellent way to stay 

connected with fellow members, particularly if you're unable to attend meetings in person. 

Our daily DMR gathering takes place at 4:45 pm, and whether you're a regular user or haven't 

been on DMR for some time, we'd love to hear you. 

Wednesday After-Work Net – VK3RGW 

Our Wednesday evening After-Work Net on the VK3RGW repeater has quickly become a great 

success, with growing participation and plenty of lively discussion. 

The net begins each Wednesday at 7:30 pm and was introduced specifically for members who 

are busy during the day and unable to join daytime activities. 

Fred VK3FWR has been doing an outstanding job as Net Controller, keeping the sessions 

informative, enjoyable and well organised. If you haven't joined us yet, please give it a try—we're 

always pleased to hear familiar voices on the air. 

Friday General Meeting & Sausage Sizzle 

Our next General Meeting will be a more social evening. 
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We'll kick things off with a sausage sizzle from 6:30 pm, with Fred VK3FWR once again firing up 

the BBQ. If you're able to lend a hand with setting up or cooking, please let Fred know—it would 

be greatly appreciated. 

The General Meeting will commence at 8:00 pm in the Guide Hall, where we'll be watching an 

interesting presentation on Earth-Moon-Earth (EME) communications, which I'm sure will 

generate plenty of discussion afterwards. 

A Helping Hand for Bruce 

Bruce VK3BRW has purchased an antenna tower and is keen to get back on the air. 

He's looking for a few volunteers to help carry the tower into his backyard. If you're available to 

assist, please meet at Bruce's home this Friday at 6:30 pm, contact him directly on 0481 879 468 

if you are able to help. Please only physical abeld member, we don’t need watchers. 

As always, many hands make light work. 

WIA Club Officials Workshop 

Last Sunday I attended the WIA Club Officials Workshop and meeting with the WIA Board, where 

WIA President Scott Williams provided updates on a number of current initiatives. 

Some highlights included: 

 60 Metre Band: There is currently no change for individual Australian amateurs. The WIA 

and WICEN continue discussions on making access available through their existing 

licences. 

 ACMA: Three additional part-time staff have been appointed to handle amateur radio 

matters. The WIA also continues working towards providing amateurs with official proof of 

licence and callsign. 

 Club Support: I'm pleased to report that the WIA has adopted my suggestion to establish a 

national club forum where amateur radio clubs can share ideas, experiences and 

information. 

 Hardship Program: The WIA has introduced a hardship assistance program for members 

experiencing financial difficulty. Eligible members may receive a $50 membership rebate 

through local clubs, funded by a generous donation from a WIA member. 

Mid-Year Lunch 

Don't forget our Mid-Year Lunch in Beaconsfield. 

If you haven't already replied, I encourage you to come along. It's a great opportunity to enjoy a 

good meal, catch up with fellow members and partners, and spend some time together away 

from the radios. 

I look forward to seeing many of you on the air during the week and at our upcoming activities. 

73, 
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Paul VK3TGX 

From The Editor 

This month I had to deal with some rather 

destroyed/melted/pregnant batteries. 

At me last job they made up lots of portable 

battery packs, these consisted of 36AH lead-

acid batteries mounted in Pelican cases. 

I had ‘scored’ the odd one, when they came 

back the case was often discarded as battery 

leaks etc. are hard to totally clean up, I 

personally was not as fussy, so with a few 

boxes fitted with second-hand batteries from 

various places I eventually has a few Pelican 

battery boxes for DX-pedition’s etc. 

In hindsight I now tend to think these are not the best idea. For non-technical users  they seem 

a good idea, no exposed terminals to short out, somewhere to hide a fuse, and a nice carry 

handle makes for a convenient if not heavy solution to portable power. 

However after the battery is carefully slid into the foam cut-out in the Pelican case, and the lid 

closed, the battery is now kind of in a pressure cooker. All but no ventilation is not good. 

In the company’s build, they install an external socket and a volt meter so you can guess the 

state of charge, so there is no reason to ever open the case. 

I have a few of these plus several other 12V batteries all connected up to a float charger along 

with a ‘battery desulfator’ kit from Altronics (probably from a hamfest), the 13.7V float supply 

is only good for 1A, so I should be safe???? 

Well not really, when I recently needed some 12V to jump start my car, I went checking the 

batteries with a test load, 6 55W Halogen headlamp bulbs, as in ones with dead low beams. 

 

This draws something like 30A, and quickly ruled out quite a few as unserviceable. So I popped 

the Pelican’s open and was horrified, leaks and one very bulgy battery, way too warm in its nice 

foam rubber shell. I had no idea things were this rotten, the Pelican case hides all. 

I would like to keep using them, but NOT with that foam, I need some form of a frame, wood? 

that holds the battery in place, whist allowing airflow around it. I’ll probably dispense with the 

external connector, so you’re forced to have the lid open, maybe just enough for leads, but still 

the battery is now exposed to fresh air, so hopefully they’ll last a bit longer. 
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Car Jumper Leads – Fail 

 

 

How often have you reached for a set of these when you have had car troubles? 

Did they work?, well for me not so, yes they were passing current, but I still could not start. So 

what next, is it the started motor? After all all I am getting is a click click click from the starter’s 

solenoid, but nothing more. It cannot be the battery, I’ve eliminated that – or have I? 

Who on earth would think this poor excuse for 

a crimp joint would ever pass serious current? 

If you have a set of leads, pull back the rubber 

grip and have a look at yours, hopefully better 

that this, but maybe just as bad. 

I’ve seen the exact same thing in sets of 

jumper wires/crocodile leads you’d use on 

your electronics bench to connect say a 

speaker to a 1W amp kit, they are bad there 

except here in car leads the issue really stands 

out as you want way more amps. 



7 
 

Paul VK3TGX 

 

So out with the soldering iron, however you’re 

going to need near a plumbers iron to handle 

this job. 

I have a large Weller temperature controlled 

iron, a 240V version of the low powered 

‘WTCP’ series often seen on workbenches of 

yesteryear that ran on low volts AC. 

 

 

 

This is the backside of that same joint, I really 

needed something heavier than the 1mm 

solder I usually use for electronics, but I 

persisted and used a meter or so of it. 

About the only limitation I had was not 

melting the plastic jacket of the jumper cable 

wire – as I’d have to start all over again. 

 

 

The only other thing I wanted was to connect 

both halves of the clip to the cable. As they 

come the other half only sees power via the 

hinge and where the spring rubs, not good. 

On decent setups some nice heavy copper 

braid would link both halves, as is done on 

better quality arc welder cables. 

So as a half-hearted attempt I soldered the 

ends of the spring to the clip halves, not the 

best but hopefully better than nothing. 

I used a rotary tool (Dremel etc.) with a wire wheel to expose clean metal; however I was then 

not doing so well as the 60W Weller was all but overwhelmed, so I ended up using a small 

Butane torch to supply the heat. So more like brazing than soldering? 

So did they now start my car, No, $395 for a new starter – dang. 
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Paul VK3TGX 

Hamfest Fun 

This year I had a good time, if not a short one at our hamfest. 

I had wanted to get there something like two hours before the event so I could help getting 

things ready, however the wheels kind of fell off after I drove through Cranbourne on to 

Berwick. Clyde road was a right mess with part of it closed, sending traffic off into an estate, 

except it was not obvious where I should turn to get back on the main road.  

Eventually I did only to fine the freeway entrance at Berwick was also a right mess and the 

onramp closed, I could not see any obvious answer other than end up on the rather slow 

Princess Highway. I had not been on the Freeway via Berwick since last year when it was a 

construction zone – more or less a year ago, so you’d think it was all sorted by now….. 

In the end I arrived just after 9 rather than 8, so so much for the early start… 

So I got my camera out and did the rounds, I didn’t look too closely at the stalls as one is not 

supposed to be in buying mode before the gates open at 10:00. 

One of the first things I saw was a man selling ARLEC plastic boxes, someone had bought a pile 

of 50V power supplies, pulled out the innards then put the plastic boxes aside. $2 each seemed 

ok, I had been after a grey one of these for a while, as a matching box to a counter project I had 

built many many years ago when these boxes were all the go, unfortunately I was a little too 

quick as these were a later version, I really needed the earlier one for a proper match, the early 

ones were designed to stack. Some twit redid the plastic moulds and broke that idea. So maybe 

a pity I got carried away and bought five of them. 

Other items like this fake neon 

‘On Air’ sign, $30, way cheaper 

than I was quoted a while ago 

at a shopping centre stall that 

just sold fake neon’s…. 

And finally a picoscope and an 

Eprom programmer form the 

late Rob Streater’s Estate. So 

overall a good day, pity the 

BBQ gas ran out way too early.  
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GGREC Hamfest 2026 
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Interesting YouTube Videos 

 

Telstra had a REALLY bad time last week 
https://youtu.be/1T9xQy-dsQo 

 

 

AI Slop of the Day - Award Winner (Multimeters) 

https://youtu.be/W6T2TGwc-p8  

https://youtu.be/1T9xQy-dsQo
https://youtu.be/W6T2TGwc-p8
https://youtu.be/1T9xQy-dsQo
https://youtu.be/W6T2TGwc-p8
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The GGREC is an affiliated club of the WIA 

https://www.wia.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

We also give Thanks to 

 
https://www.jaycar.com.au/ 

 
https://www.altronics.com.au/ 

For their generous support over the years 

https://www.wia.org.au/
https://www.wia.org.au/
https://www.jaycar.com.au/
https://www.altronics.com.au/
http://www.gccomm.com.au
https://www.jaycar.com.au
https://www.altronics.com.au/
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Meetings 20:00hrs on third Friday of the month at the 
Cranbourne Guide hall, Grant Street Cranbourne 

Prac/Natter nights first Friday in the Peter Pavey Clubrooms Cranbourne 19:30hrs  
Visitors are always welcome.  

 

Office bearers 

President Klaus Illlhart VK3IU General  3 Leigh Findlay VK3BOW 

Admin Sec Bruce Williams VK3BRW Web Master Dennis Hancock VK3SPI 
Treasurer Phil Pavey VK3VB Magazine Editor Paul Stubbs VK3TGX 
General  1 Fred Reid VK3FWR Property Officer ‘committee’ -- 
General  2 Tristan Latham VK3AUN Assoc. Secretary Bruno Tonizzo VK3BFT 

  

Call in Frequencies, Beacons and Repeaters 

 

The Club Station VK3BJA operates from the Cranbourne Clubrooms. 
6m Repeater Cranbourne VK3RDD, In 52.575 Out 53.575 CTCSS none 

70cm Repeater Cranbourne VK3RGW, In 431.425MHz Out 438.425MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz 
VK3RGW Repeater supports Remote Internet access (IRLP), Node 6794. 

70cm Repeater Seaview VK3RWD, In 431.575MHz Out 438.575MHz CTCSS 91.5Hz 
Simplex VHF - 145.450MHz FM, Simplex UHF - TBA 

VK3RLP Beacons 1296.532MHz & 2403.532MHz (currently offline) 
 

Membership Fee Schedule 
 

Pensioner member rate $40.00, Extra family member $20.00 
Standard member rate $50.00, Junior member rate $25.00 

Fees can be paid by EFT to BSB 633000 - Account 146016746 
• Always identify your EFT payments 

• Membership fees are due by each April Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
 

Magazine Articles to editor@ggrec.org.au Cut off, 10th of the month 
All other Club correspondence to:  secretary@ggrec.org.au 

or via post : GGREC, 408 Old Sale Rd, Drouin West 3818 
GGREC Web Site & Archive may be viewed at: www.ggrec.org.au 
Website errors, contact web master:  webmaster@ggrec.org.au 

Facebook Page www.facebook.com/GippslandGate 
 

mailto:editor@ggrec.org.au
mailto:secretary@ggrec.org.au
http://www.ggrec.org.au/
mailto:webmaster@ggrec.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/GippslandGate

